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ANNUAL  REPORT 
TO  THE 

GOVERNOR  OF  MONTANA 
HONORABLE  FORREST  H.  ANDERSON 


FOR  THE 

FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED 


June  30,  1970 


J 


The  Honorable  Forrest  H.  Anderson 
Governor,  State  of  Montana 
Helena,  Montana 

Dear  Governor  Anderson: 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  82-4002 
R.C.M.,  this  report  from  the  Montana  State  Fish  and  Game 
Department  is  hereby  transmitted  to  you.  This  report  briefly 
summarizes  department  activities,  goals  and  accomplishments 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1970. 

To  help  in  future  action,  each  division  within  the  Fish 
and  Game  Department  has  listed  its  major  recommendations. 

A complete  financial  recapitulation  concludes  this 
report. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


FRANK  H.  DUNKLE,  DIRECTOR 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
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ITEM  4 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICES  AND  OFFICERS 


MONTANA  FISH  AND  GAME  COMMISSION 


The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commission  consists  of  five  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  teirms 
of  four  years.  The  appointments  are  made  from  five  districts  estab- 
lished by  law.  The  Commission  appoints  and  employs  the  Director  as 
an  administrative  agent. 


Appointed 

Hugh  G.  "Bud"  King  Frenchtown  April  11,  1969 

Chairman 


Joseph  J.  McCaffery,  Jr.  106  Rampart  Drive  February  28,  1969 

Vice  Chairman  Butte 


Raymond  E.  "Pete"  Clausen  220  Pearl  Drive  February  28,  1969 

Member  Malta 

Joseph  J.  Klabunde  Box  748,  Havre  April  11,  1967 

Member 


Patrich  J.  McDonough  1201  Cresthaven  Way  October  16,  1969 

Member  Billings 


ADMINISTRATIVE  OFFICERS 


Frank  H.  Dunkle  1725  Golden,  Helena 

Director 


Keith  A.  Freseman  1319  Hauser,  Helena 

Deputy  Director 


3 


: -M:  'i 


DIVISION  CHIEFS 


# 


Wynn  G.  Freeman  1705  Broadway,  Helena 

Chief,  Game  Management 


Orville  W.  Lewis  5285  Kerr  Lane,  Helena 

Chief,  Law  Enforcement 


Richard  J.  Munro  Route  1,  Box  105A,  Helena 

Chief,  Information  & Education 


James  A.  Posewitz  528  Madison,  Helena 

Chief,  Environmental  Resources 


Arthur  N.  Whitney 
Chief,  Fisheries 


2010  Jerome  Place,  Helena 


Wesley  Woodgerd  301  Geddis,  Helena 

Recreation  & Parks 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICE 


Sam  W.  Mitchell  Building,  Helena 


4 


I ' • 

* ^ 


'-'T 


m 


ITEM  4 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICES  AND  OFFICERS 


ADMINISTRATION 


The  administration  program,  a service  unit  of  the  Montana  Fish 
and  Game  Commission,  provides  supervision,  accounting  and  clerical 
support  for  other  programs  within  the  department. 

In  order  to  simplify  administrative  functions,  the  state  is 
divided  into  seven  supervisory  districts  with  headquarters  in  Kalis- 
pell  (District  1) , Missoula  (District  2) , Bozeman  (District  3) , Great 
Falls  (District  4) , Billings  (District  5) , Glasgow  (District  6) , and 
Miles  City  (District  7), 

Division  chiefs  compose  the  director's  staff.  The  staff  plans, 
coordinates,  and  budgets  for  various  activities  of  the  department  un- 
der direct  supervision  of  the  director.  District  supervisors  see 
that  the  programs  planned  by  the  director's  staff  and  approved  by  the 
director  are  carried  out. 


The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  operates  from  a budget 
which  is  funded  from  four  separate  sources.  The  first  and  major 
source  of  income  for  the  department  is  from  the  sale  of  hunting  and 
fishing  licenses. 


A second  major  source  of  income  comes  from  taxes  on  sporting 
equipment.  Federal  excise  taxes  on  sport  firearms  and  ammunition 
compile  the  Pitman-Robertson  fund,  and  similar  taxes  on  fishing  equip- 
ment supply  Dingell-Johnson  funds.  These  funds  are  administered  to 
the  states  on  a matching  dollar  basis.  The  size  of  the  allotment 
depends  on  the  size  of  the  state  and  the  total  license  sales. 


A third  and  minor  source  of  funding  is  an  appropriation  from 
the  general  fund.  This  special  appropriation  helps  maintain  cer- 
tain state  parks. 

Lastly,  the  department  has  obtained  within  the  last  few  years 
financial  aid  from  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Bureau  of  Outdoor 
Recreation  and  certain  other  federal  agencies. 
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MONTANA  FISH  AND  GAME  DEPARTMENT 
October  1,  1969 


#) 


• ITEM  5 - LEGAL  REFERENCE 

Statutes  concerning  the  operation  of  the  Fish  and  Game 
Department  are  contained  in  sections  26-101  through  26-1705; 
also  sections  32-21-113,  32-4410  and  32-2601.  Sections  in  the 
62-  series  relate  to  operation  of  state  parks.  Other  sections 
in  the  codes  which  are  involved  in  department  operation  are 
dredge  mining  and  preservation  of  lands  — sections  50-1101 
through  50-1114.  These  sections  were  enacted  by  the  1969  leg- 
islature . 

The  department  is  also  charged  with  the  enforcement  of 

#) 

snowmobile  legislation,  enacted  in  1969  (sections  53-1001 
through  53-1011)  and  with  enforcement  of  motorboat  and  vessel 
regulations  under  sections  69-3501  through  69-3518. 

Other  sections  of  the  codes  with  which  the  department  is 
concerned  are  83-113  --  consent  to  migratory  bird  reservations 
and  89-102  — water  rights;  also  sections  94-3308,  94-3578, 
94-3309,  94-3579,  94-3580  and  94-35-269, 


7 


V \ t 


A 


ITEM  6 


PRINCIPAL  GOALS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES 

The  Environmental  Resources  Division  has  as  its  principal 
goal  the  protection  and  enhancement  of  the  habitat  that  produce 
fish  and  game.  During  a time  when  the  general  public  is  very 
aware  of  environmental  quality,  it  is  essential  that  new  devel- 
opxment,  particularly  in  the  area  of  natural  resource  harvesting 
do  all  that  it  can  to  honor  the  existing  environment. 

The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  is  uniquely  qualified 
to  assist  developing  industries,  since  not  only  does  wildlife 
reflect  a quality  environment,  but  also  Montanans  accept  the 
premise  that  a livable  environment  for  wildlife  is  a quality  en 
vironment  for  man. 

If  developing  industries  can  demonstrate  that  they  are 
honoring  the  environment  that  produces  fish  and  game,  most  pub- 
lic opposition  to  development  because  of  fears  of  environmental 
degradation  will  disappear. 


FISHERIES 

The  predominate  goal  of  the  Fisheries  Division  is  to  man- 
age Montana's  aquatic  resources  in  order  to  perpetuate  a broad 
spectrum  of  natural  habitat  and  biota  and  to  preserve  and  in- 
crease fishing  opportunities. 


GAME  MANAGEMENT 

The  Game  Management  Division  is  designed  to  provide  a con- 
tinuing inventory,  investigation  and  research  of  Montana's  wild 
life  resource.  It  is  the  major  goal  of  this  division  to  manage 
and  maintain  this  resource  for  its  recreational,  economic  and 
ecological  values. 

An  equally  vital  objective  of  Game  Management  is  the  main- 
tenance of  a quality  wildlife  habitat  throughout  the  state. 

The  division  pursues  this  goal  by  developing  and  maintaining 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commission  controlled  lands  and  by  enter- 
ing into  cooperative  projects  that  affect  wildlife  on  other 
private  and  public  lands. 
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ITEM  6 


PRINCIPAL  GOALS 


INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATION 


To  inform  and  educate  the  general  public  on  all  matters 
concerning  fish  and  game  in  Montana  is  the  extended  goal  of  the 
Information  and  Education  Division. 

At  times  Montana's  wildlife  resources  cause  varied  degrees 
of  controversy  and  public  interest,  thereby  creating  an  immense 
need  for  information.  To  answer  the  public's  quest  for  know- 
ledge, the  Informiation  and  Education  Division  provides  material 
on  environmental  conservation,  landowner-sportsman  relationships, 
preventive  law  enforcement,  hunter  and  boating  safety,  outdoor 
recreation  and  all  other  areas  concerning  fish  and  game  in 
Montana . 


LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


The  Law  Enforcement  Division  is  charged  with  the 
ment  of  Montana's  Fish  and  Game  laws  and  regulations, 
cipal  goal  of  this  program  is  to  obtain  an  acceptable 
compliance  with  these  laws  and  regulations. 


enf orce- 
The  prin- 
level  of 


RECREATION  AND  PARKS 


The  principal  goals  of  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Division 
are  to  conserve  the  scenic,  historic,  archeologic,  scientific 
and  recreational  resources  of  the  state,  provide  for  their  use 
and  enjoyment  and  thereby  contribute  to  the  cultural,  recrea- 
tional and  economic  life  of  the  people  of  Montana. 
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ITEM  7 


PROGRAM  INVENTORY  AND  COST  SUMMARY 


PROGRAM 


Administration 

Information  and  Education 

Fisheries 

Law  Enforcement 

Game  Management 

Recreation  and  Parks 

Environmental  Resources 


COST 

1969-70  F.Y. 

1,041,873 

384,967 

1,062,958 

1,117,277 

1,043,270 

900,244 

44,087 


$5,594,676 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES 


Public  interest  in  the  preservation  of  a quality  environment 
reached  unprecedented  heights  during  the  1969-70  fiscal  year. 

Since  fish  and  game  represent  excellent  environmental  indicators, 
many  interest  groups  are  turning  to  the  Fish  and  Game  Department 
for  assistance  in  evaluating  the  effect  of  their  practices  on  wild- 
life and  consequently  on  the  environment. 

In  response  to  this  need  for  information  and  assistance,  the 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commission  created  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division.  This  division  assumed  the  pollution  control  section  of 
the  Fisheries  Division,  the  administration  of  the  Stream  Preserva- 
tion Act,  and  the  Water  Resources  Development  section. 

In  addition  to  these  functions,  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division  also  represents  the  department  to  groups  asking  assistance 
in  the  area  of  pesticide  regulation,  mine  development,  mine-land 
reclamation,  forest  land  development,  range-land  planning  and  many 
other  inter-agency  activities  centered  around  maintaining  a quality 
environment.  The  division  also  put  the  first  ecological  planning 
team  into  the  field  to  design  planning  procedures  that  would  meet 
the  needs  of  Montana's  wildlife  resource. 

In  the  area  of  water  pollution  control,  the  Fish  and  Game 
biologists  continued  to  augment  the  staff  of  engineers  from  the 
Board  of  Health.  This  allowed  Montana's  water  pollution  control 
effort  to  proceed  under  a fullteam  approach  and  provided  consid- 
erable assistance  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  meeting  the  demand  for 
cleaner  water. 

Montana's  Stream  Preservation  Act  of  1965  continues  to  pay 
dividends  in  maintaining  the  stream  environment  that  in  turn  pro- 
duced the  trout  populations  so  valuable  to  this  state.  Through  a 
variety  of  cooperative  agreements,  the  principle  of  preserving 
trout  stream  habitat  is  now  being  enforced  beyond  the  strict  letter 
of  the  law  and  is  being  applied  to  agencies,  particularly  those  of 
the  Federal  Government,  which  are  not  legally  bound  by  the  law. 
Administration  of  this  act  has  not  only  resulted  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  many  miles  of  trout  stream  habitat,  but  in  some  instances 
the  stream  habitat  has  been  improved  along  with  road  construction. 

Water  resource  development  activities  undertaken  in  the  En- 
vironmental Resources  Division  include  participation  in  compre- 
hensive river  basin  planning,  designing  features  that  will  ulti- 
mately benefit  fish  and  game  in  conjunction  with  construction,  and 
contributing  information  to  water  development  planners  to  assist 
them  in  ecological  project  designing. 
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ITEM  B 


M7VJ0R  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


In  addition  to  activities  with  developers  and  planners  out- 
side the  Fish  and  Game  Department,  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division  initiated  the  state's  first  ecological  planning  unit.- 
The  purpose  of  this  unit  is  to  identify,  in  the  field,  the 
basic  needs  of  fish  and  game  populations  in  a given  area.  Once 
these  needs  are  identified  and  understood,  plans  will  be  made 
for  meeting  these  needs,  thereby  insuring  continued  perpetuation 
and  perhaps  improvement  of  wildlife  numbers.  This  planning  should 
also  be  an  excellent  guide  to  land  managers  and  land  management 
agencies  interested  in  assisting  in  the  perpetuation  of  Montana's 
fish  and  game  resources.  It  should  also  help  avoid  many  of  the 
unnecessary  conflicts  that  now  occur  when  land  managers  are  forced 
to  plan  without  data  on  specific  wildlife  needs. 

Attention  was  focused  during  the  fiscal  year  on  a variety 
of  environmental  problems  caused  by  the  use  of  some  particularly 
toxic  and  persistent  pesticides.  Activities  in  this  area  include 
monitoring  fish  and  game  populations  to  identify  possible  contami- 
nation of  flesh  and  also  to  detect  levels  of  contamination  that 
may  be  damaging  to  the  well-being  of  the  wildlife  species  them- 
selves. In  addition  to  monitoring  for  possible  contamination, 
the  Environmental  Resources  Division  has  been  active  in  assisting 
an  interim  legislative  committee  that  is  designing  pesticide 
legislation. 

In  the  area  of  mine  development  and  strip  mine  reclamation, 
the  division  has  given  advice  and  information  upon  request  to 
mining  firms  contemplating  development.  In  the  case  of  the  pro- 
posed development  at  Lincoln,  the  division  designed  an  environ- 
mental study  to  assist  industry  in  making  its  development  as 
ecologically  compatible  as  possible.  In  this  particular  instance, 
a cooperative  agreement  wherein  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission  and 
the  industry  share  the  cost  of  the  necessary  biological  work  was 
designed  and  is  now  being  executed.  This  particular  agreement 
was  instrumental  in  satisfying  the  public's  demand  for  environ- 
mental maintenance  along  with  economic  and  industrial  develop- 
ment . 

Activities  in  relation  to  strip  mine  reclamation  were  confined 
to  participating  on  the  committee  and  subcommittee  levels  of  the 
Governor's  Council  on  Natural  Resources.  This  activity  led  to 
the  drafting  and  accepting  by  the  council  of  a standard  or  model 
strip  mine  reclamation  agreement  that  goes  a long  way  toward 
guaranteeing  restoration  of  lands  affected  by  strip  mining. 

The  increased  demand  for  forest  products  requires  that  ex- 
tensive areas  of  previously  unlogged  and  unroaded  forest  be  made 
available  to  logging  interests.  Since  much  of  this  land  is  public, 
considerable  controversy  and  public  involvement  surrounds  the 
extension  of  logging  activities  into  many  new  areas.  This  activity 
is  also  having  a significant  effect  on  the  fish  and  game  populations 
that  previously  or  now  occupy  these  areas.  Since  these  lands 
are  managed  under  the  multiple-use  concept,  it  is  essential  for 
the  Fish  and  Game  Department  and  the  United  States  Forest  Service 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


to  cooperate  fully  on  these  developments  to  prevent  unnecessary 
damage  to  the  environment  and  the  wildlife  that  use  these  for- 
ests. To  accomplish  this,  new  channels  of  communication  with 
the  U.  S.  Forest  Service  have  been  opened,  and  the  degree  of 
the  division's  involvement  in  their  planning  has  increased. 

Under  the  leadership  of  the  State  Soil  and  Water  Conser- 
vation Districts,  an  effort  to  develop  a state-wide  range  im- 
provement plan  has  been  launched.  Since  this  plan  is  designed 
not  only  to  benefit  livestock,  but  also  to  benefit  fish  and 
game  populations,  participation  by  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division  was  solicited.  During  the  report  period  the  division 
spent  considerable  time  assisting  and  advising  individuals  who 
were  drafting  this  plan  to  make  it  compatible  with  good  wild- 
life management. 
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ITEM  9 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


FISHERIES 


Almost  two  million  man-days  of  fishing  are  provided  each  year 
by  waters  managed  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department.  This 
results  in  an  estimated  annual  catch  of  seven  million  fish,  most  of 
which  are  trout.  A large  majority  of  these  are  wild  fish;  there- 
fore, preserving  the  good,  natural  habitat  that  produces  these  fish 
remains  the  top  priority  job  of  the  fisheries  program. 

In  this  job  during  fiscal  year  1970,  fisheries  personnel  gave 
technical  consulting  services  to  preserve  fish  habitat  on  105  con- 
struction projects  of  other  agencies.  They  also  gave  technical 
fisheries  advice  to  16  private  individuals  and  investigated  55  re- 
ports of  pollution  and  29  fish  kills.  Twenty-six  possible  lake 
sites  were  inspected  in  conjunction  with  other  construction  pro- 
j ects . 

Keeping  a current  inventory  of  the  resource,  its  problems  and 
possible  solutions  remains  this  division's  predominate  activity, 
with  over  450  survey  operations  conducted  on  various  waters  in  fis- 
cal year  ending  June  30,  1970.  Fish  age  and  growth  work  involved 
in  these  surveys  resulted  in  over  17,000  scale  samples  being  mount- 
ed on  microscopic  slides.  In  order  to  gain  information  on  fish 
movements,  population,  sizes,  and  returns  of  plants,  over  80,000 
fish  were  tagged  or  marked  by  fin  clipping. 

Detailed  fisheries  investigations  continue  on  Flathead  Lake, 
Yellowtail  Reservoir  and  Clark  Canyon  Reservoir.  The  Clark  Canyon 
work  is  supported  by  funds  from  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 

Studies  on  fish  populations  in  rivers  to  determine  game  fish 
production  and  what,  if  anything,  can  be  done  to  improve  it,  were 
undertaken  on  the  Madison,  Yellowstone,  Beaverhead  and  East  Galla- 
tin rivers,  Poindexter  Slough  and  O'Dell  Creek. 

A study  was  continued  on  Hungry  Horse  Creek,  tributary  to 
Hungry  Horse  Reservoir,  to  measure  the  importance  of  a stream  of 
this  type  as  spawning  grounds  for  game  fish  from  the  reservoir. 

A two-way  fish  trap  which  spans  Hungry  Horse  Creek  is  employed 
in  this  assessment. 

A winter  creel  census  was  completed  on  Georgetown  Lake  and 
a summer  census  was  started  in  May,  1970.  Rate  of  catch,  species 
caught,  and  sizes  caught  must  be  known  if  this  lake  is  to  be  man- 
aged for  the  greatest  amount  of  quality  fishing. 

A commercial  fish  study  was  conducted  on  Fort  Peck  Reservoir. 
This  project,  supported  by  the  Federal  Aid  to  Commercial  Fishing 
Funds,  has  secondary  benefits  for  the  sport  fishery. 

- 14  - 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


Fisheries  work  was  also  conducted  in  the  area  influenced 
by  the  Libby  Dam  and  Reservoir  now  under  construction.  This 
work  involves  assisting  the  construction  agency,  minimize  dam- 
age to  sport  fish  habitat  and  taking  action  to  establish  spawn- 
ing runs  of  cutthroat  trout  in  the  tributaries  of  this  new 
reservoir.  Most  of  the  Libby  work  is  supported  by  funds  from 
the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

From  May  1,  1969  through  April  30,  1970,  over  770  dis- 
tribution trips  were  made  by  Montana's  eight  state  hatcheries 
in  planting  9 3/4  million  fish.  This  time  period  is  used  for 
stocking  records  because  fiscal  year  breakdowns  show  annual 
planting  figures  that  vary  more  by  early  or  late  spring  and 
summer  seasons  than  by  program  changes.  About  5 1/2  million 
fish  were  planted  from  federal  stations  in  Montana  also.  The 
following  tables  show  the  breakdown  of  these  fish  by  species 
and  sizes. 
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FISH  PLANTS  --  STATE 


WASHOE  PARK  TROUT  HATCHERY 


(ANACONDA) 

Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  '69 

4" 

- 

289,274 

2" 

- 3,400 

7 " 

- 

212,619 

4" 

- 28,932 

8" 

- 

30,761 

5" 

- 53,112 

9" 

_ 

28,739 

7 " 

- 79,890 

10" 

- 

2,500 

8" 

-116,636 

11" 

- 

2 , 000 

9" 

- 32,847 

Total 

- 

565,893 

10" 

- 32,147 

11" 

- 4,874 

Total 

-351,838 

Coho 

1968 

Coho  1969 

3" 

_ 

61,371 

3" 

- 160,632 

9" 

- 

3,150 

4" 

- 24,880 

Total 

- 

64,521 

14" 

738 

Total 

- 186,250 

i» 

JOCKO  RIVER 

TROUT 

HATCHERY 

. (ARLEE) 

Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  '69 

2" 

“ 

40,040 

2" 

- 

40,034 

3" 

“ 

16,956 

3" 

- 

10,168 

4" 

- 

6,000 

4" 

- 

6,174 

5" 

- 

67,790 

5" 

- 

38,020 

9" 

- 

1,510 

9" 

- 

11,382 

10" 

- 

61,448 

10" 

_ 

40,129 

12" 

- 

1,503 

11" 

- 

1,517 

14" 

- 

982 

14" 

- 

1,554 

Total 

- 

196,229 

15" 

- 

500 

24" 

- 

343 

26" 

- 

453 

28" 

- 

331 

Total 

- 

150,605 

Cutthroat  1968  Cutthroat  '69 

1% 

- 

15,000 

2" 

- 

43,790 

VW  2" 

- 

26,766 

3" 

- 

2,037 

11" 

- 

735 

15" 

- 

546 

Total  - 42,501  Total  - 46,373 


GIANT  SPRINGS  TROUT  HATCHERY 
(GREAT  FALLS) 

Rainbow  1968  Rainbow  1969 


3" 

- 

256,843 

3"  - 

118,180 

4" 

- 

43,900 

4"  - 

277 , 289 

5" 

- 

7,200 

5"  - 

13,170 

6" 

- 

1,518 

6"  - 

3,729 

8" 

- 

27 , 320 

7"  - 

4,372 

9" 

- 

30,912 

9"  - 

29,835 

10" 

- 

21,620 

10"  - 

60,291 

11" 

- 

34,270 

11"  - 

2,520 

Total 

- 

423, 583 

Total  - 

509, 386 

Brook  1968 

Brook 

1969 

3" 

- 

2,024 

7"  - 

273 

4" 

- 

16,341 

5" 

~ 

13,436 

Total 

- 

31,801 

Brown  1968 

3" 

- 

48,720 

4" 

- 

6,000 

5" 

- 

414 

Total 

“ 

55,134 

BIG 

SPRINGS  ' 

IROUT  HATCHERY 

(LEWISTOWN) 

Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  1969 

2" 

- 

342,792 

3"  - 

7,004 

3" 

- 

603,394 

4"  _ 

817,229 

4" 

- 

594,187 

5"  - 

399,069 

5" 

- 

153,675 

6"  - 

51,390 

6" 

- 

30,687 

7"  _ 

23,047 

7" 

- 

24,570 

8"  - 

70,472 

8" 

- 

79,739 

9"  _ 

168,375 

9" 

- 

202,922 

1 

o 

72,085 

10" 

- 

31,961 

1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

11,035 

Total- i ^ 

619,706 

Coho 

1969 

3"  - 

92,250 

6"  - 

48,990 

Total  -141,240 
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FISH  PLANTS 


STATE  (CONTINUED) 


YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  TROUT  HATCHERY 

(BIG  TIMBER) 


LIBBY  CREEK  TROUT  HATCHERY 
(LIBBY) 


Cutthroat  1968  Cutthroat  1969  Cutthroat  1968  Cutthroat  ' 69 


2 " 

1,548 

2" 

- 20,000 

1" 

- 620,920 

1" 

- 56,213 

3 " 

- 137,329 

3" 

- 85,810 

8" 

5,508 

2" 

- 60,500 

4" 

- 34,885 

5" 

- 17,062 

14" 

960 

3" 

- 15,702 

5" 

- 30,600 

9" 

- 7,015 

Total 

- 627,388 

5" 

- 64, 130 

7 " 

1,490 

10" 

675 

7 " 

- 52,017 

12" 

2,100 

Total 

-130,562 

Eyed  Eggs 

- 443,963 

8" 

- 4,680 

18" 

300 

9" 

- 2,740 

Total 

- 208,252 

10" 

- 2,045 

12" 

- 2,144 

14" 

694 

Total 

-260,865 

Eyed 

Eggs 

-636,632 

BLUEWATER  SPRINGS  TROUT  HATCHERY 

FLATHEAD  LAKE 

SALMON 

HATCHERY 

^ (BRIDGER) 

Rainbow  1968  Rainbow  1969 

(SOMERS) 

Cutthroat  1968  Cutthroat  '69 

2" 

- 281,400 

2 " 

- 

218,400 

1"  - 585,693 

1"  - 

54, 188 

3" 

-1,075,930 

3" 

- 

239,720 

4"  - 12,900 

2"  - 

68,492 

4" 

- 174,435 

4" 

- 

48,169 

5"  - 25,515 

3"  - 

4,274 

8" 

- 24,047 

5" 

- 

206,892 

6"  - 6,700 

4"  _ 

12,078 

10" 

- 20,889 

6" 

- 

208,664 

Total  - 630,808 

5"  - 

10,500 

11" 

- 62,048 

10" 

- 

80,641 

6"  - 

31,060 

12" 

7,656 

11" 

- 

36,535 

7"  - 

600 

Total 

-1,646,405 

Tot.- 

1, 

039,021 

Total  - 

181,192 

Cutthroat  1968  Kokanee  *68  Kokanee  '69 

4"  - 22,500  Fry  - 2,722,494  Fry  - 4,621,538 


Coho  1968  Grayling  '69 

2"  - 33,120  1"  - 15,000 

3"  - 61,880 
Total  - 95,000 
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FISH  PLANTS 


FEDERAL 


^ BOZEMAN  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER  MILES  CITY  NFH 


Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  '69 

Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  1969 

8"  - 

9,136 

4" 

4,000 

2"  - 

44,450 

3"  - 75,700 

9"  - 

50,822 

5" 

- 155,000 

3"  - 

42,900 

4"  - 46,400 

1 

o 

1 — 1 

66,476 

8" 

5,163 

Total  - 

87 , 350  Total  -122 , 100 

11"  - 

4,828 

9" 

8,957 

Total- 

131,262 

o 

I — 1 

- 64,864 

Lake 

trout  ' 68 

Lake  trout  '69 

I — 1 

1 — ! 

- 21,994 

2"  - 

243,680 

3"  - 107,463 

Total 

- 259,978 

3"  - 

18,000 

Total  - 261,680 


CRESTON  NFH 

Cutthroat  1968  Cutthroat  '69 


5"  - 346,176 

1" 

- 37,755 

14"  - 760 

5" 

- 387,395 

16"  - 2,161 

6" 

- 263,813 

Total  - 349,097 

7" 

- 133,746 

12" 

2,552 

13" 

1,373 

ft 

Total 

- 826,634 

ENNIS 

NFH 

Rainbow  1968 

Rainbow  1969 

3" 

- 

185,900 

3"  - 

61,908 

4" 

- 

72,232 

4"  - 

613,550 

5" 

- 

191,954 

5"  - 

237,645 

6" 

- 

125,981 

6"  - 

97,325 

7 " 

- 

26,225 

7"  - 

85,880 

8" 

- 

66,188 

8"  - 

50,366 

10" 

- 

128,553 

9"  - 

2,963 

11" 

- 

141,052 

10"  - 

35,955 

12" 

- 

19,079 

11"  - 

11,719 

13" 

- 

3,791 

12"  - 

4,561 

Total 

- 

960,955 

13"  - 

800 

14"  - 

1,000 

Cutthroat 

15"  - 

2,112 

(■68) 

16"  - 

500 

18 

tl  ^ 

600 

17"  - 

3,630 

1 

18"  - 

1,210 

19"  - 

1,645 

20"  - 

267 

24"  - 

1,600 

Total-1,214,636 

Brook  trout  1968 


3"  - 

84,040 

Nor . 

Pike  1968 

Nor.  Pike  '69 

Fry 

- 662,000 

Fry  - 1,788,000 

2" 

- 77,600 

2"  - 491,360 

Total 

- 669,600 

3"  - 31,840 

12"  - 55 

Total  - 2,311,255 

Walleye  1968 

Walleye  1969 

Fry 

- 1,845,426 

i Fry  - 518,000 

2"  - 92,480 

610,480 

Larqemouth  Bass 

1 '68  Lqemth . B.  ' 

1"  - 

8,900 

1"  - 14,450 

2"  - 

32,034 

2"  - 4,800 

Total  - 

40,934 

Total  - 19,250 

Smallmouth  Bass 

; Smallmouth  Bass 

(’68) 

(■69) 

2"  - 

13,140 

1"  - 5,000 

2"  - 2,805 

Total  - 7,805 

Catfish  1968 

2"  - 

50,248 

19"  - 

49 

Total  - 

50,297 

Blueqill  1968 

Blueqill  1969 

1"  - 

6,250 

4"  - 2,000 

69 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATE  AND  FEDERAL  FISH  PLANTS 


STATE  1968 

STATE 

1969 

FEDERAL  1968 

FEDERAL  1969 

Rainbow 

Rainbow 

Rainbow 

Rainbow 

2" 

664,232 

2 " 

- 

261,834 

2" 

- 

44,450 

3"  - 

137 , 608 

3" 

- 1,953,123 

3" 

- 

375,072 

3" 

- 

228,800 

4"  - 

663,950 

4" 

- 1,107,796 

4" 

- 1 

, 177,793 

4" 

- 

72,232 

5"  - 

392,645 

5" 

228,665 

5" 

- 

710,263 

5" 

- 

191,954 

6"  - 

97 , 325 

6" 

32,205 

6" 

- 

263,783 

6" 

- 

125,981 

7"  _ 

85,880 

7 " 

237,189 

7 " 

- 

107 , 309 

7" 

- 

26,225 

8"  - 

55,529 

8" 

161,867 

8" 

- 

187 , 108 

8" 

- 

75,324 

9"  - 

11,920 

9" 

264,083 

9" 

- 

242,439 

9" 

- 

50,822 

10"  - 

100,819 

10" 

138,418 

10" 

- 

285,293 

10" 

- 

195,029 

11"  - 

33,713 

11" 

98,318 

11" 

- 

56,481 

11" 

- 

145,880 

12"  - 

4,561 

12" 

9,159 

14" 

- 

1,554 

12" 

- 

19,079 

13"  - 

800 

14" 

982 

15" 

- 

500 

13" 

- 

3,791 

14"  - 

1,000 

Total 

- 4,896,037 

24" 

- 

343 

Tot 

.1, 

179,567 

15"  - 

2,112 

26" 

- 

453 

16"  - 

500 

28" 

- 

331 

17"  - 

3,630 

Total 

- 3 

,670,556 

18"  - 

1,210 

19"  - 

1,645 

20"  - 

267 

24"  - 

1,600 

Yellowstone  cutthroat 

Y. 

C. 

Total  -1, 

596,714 

m 2 " 

- 1,548 

2" 

- 20,000 

^ 3" 

-137,329 

3" 

- 85,810 

Lahontan  cutthroat 

4" 

- 57,385 

5" 

- 17,062 

5" 

- 30,600 

9" 

- 7,015 

18" 

- 600 

7" 

- 1,490 

10" 

675 

12" 

- 2, '100 

Total 

-130,562 

18" 

300 

Total 

-230,752 

Westslope  cutthroat  West . Cut.  Westslope  cutthroat  West.  C. 


-1"  - 

1,221,613 

1- 

— 

110,401 

5"  - 346,176 

1" 

- 37,755 

2"  - 

26,766 

2" 

172,782 

14"  - 760 

5" 

- 387,395 

4"  - 

12,900 

3" 

22,013 

16"  - 2,161 

6" 

- 263,813 

5"  - 

25,515 

4" 

- 

12,078 

Tot.-  349,097 

7 " 

- 133,746 

6"  - 

6,700 

5" 

74,630 

12" 

2,552 

8"  - 

5,508 

6" 

31,060 

13" 

1,373 

11"  - 

735 

7" 

_ 

52,617 

Total 

- 826,634 

14"  - 

960 

8" 

- 

4,680 

Tot . - 

1,300,697 

9" 

- 

2,740 

10" 

- 

2,045 

EE  - 

443,963 

12" 

- 

2,144 

14" 

694 

15" 

- 

546 

Total 

- 

448,430 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATE  AND  FEDERAL  FISH  PLANTS  (CONTINUED) 


STATE  1968 


STATE  1969 


FEDERAL  1968 


FEDERAL  1969 


Westslope  cutthroat 

EE  — 636,632 


Lake  trout 


Lake  trout 


2"  - 44,450 
3"  - 42,900 
TOTAL-  87,350 


3"  - 107,463 


Brook  trout 
3"  - 84,040 

Walleye  pike 

Fry  - 1,845,428 


Walleye  pike 

Fry  - 518 , 000 
2"  - 92,480 

Total  - 610,480 


Brown 

trout 

Brown 

trout 

Northern  pike 

Northern  pike 

3"  - 

48,720 

Fry  - 662 , 000 

Fry 

- 1,788,000 

1 4"  - 

6,000 

2"  - 7,600 

2" 

491,360 

w _ 

414 

3" 

31,840 

Total  - 

55,134 

669,600 

12" 

55 

Total 

- 2,311,255 

Brook 

trout 

Brook 

trout 

Largemth.  bass 

Largemth.  bass 

3"  - 

2,024 

7"  - 

273 

1"  - 8,900 

1"  - 

14,450 

4"  - 

16,341 

2"  - 32,034 

2"  - 

4,800 

5"  - 

13,436 

Total  - 40,934 

Total- 

19,250 

Total  - 

31,801 

Coho 

salmon 

Coho 

salmon 

Smallmth.  bass 

Sma 1 Imth . bass 

2"  - 

33,120 

3"  - 

252,882 

2"  - 13,140 

1"  - 

5,000 

3"  - 

123,251 

4"  - 

24,880 

2"  - 

2,805 

9"  - 

3,150 

6"  - 

48, 990 

Bluegill  ‘ 

Total  - 

7,805 

Total  - 

159,521 

14"  - 

738 

1"  - 6,250 

Total  - 

327,490 

Bluegill 

4"  - 

2,000 

Kokanee  salmon 

Kokanee  salmon 

Channel  catfish 

Fry  - 

2,722,494 

Fry  - 

4,621,538 

2"  - 50,248 

B 


19"  - 


49 


Grayling 

1"  - 15,000 


Total  - 50,297 
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COMMERCIAL  FISHING 


Fort  Peck  Reservoir 


1968 


1969 


Buffalo  

- 360,254 

pounds 

Carpsucker  

81,124 

pounds 

Carp 

3,460 

pounds 

Drum 

5,295 

pounds 

Catfish  

5,709 

pounds 

Burbot 

Sucker  

170 

pounds 

Goldeye  

28,915 

484,927 

pounds 

pounds 

282 , 533  pounds 
56 , 514  pounds 
12,623  pounds 
11,418  pounds 
3,783  pounds 

180  pounds 
162 , 977  pounds 
530,028  pounds 


Yellow  Water  Reservoir 


Bullheads  6,140  pounds 


32,887  pounds 


Lake  Helena 


Carp 854,250  pounds 

Sucker  3 , 500  pounds 


857,750  pounds 


257,917  pounds 
4,260  pounds 
262 , 177  pounds 


1,348,817 


pounds 


825,092 


pounds 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


G7\ME  MANAGEMENT 


Surveys  and  Inventory 

On  the  basis  of  approximately  153,506  and  161,051  hunters 
in  Montana  during  1967-68  and  1968-69  respectively,  it  is  assumed 
the  number  increased  during  1969-70.  Figures  for  1969-70  are 
not  yet  available. 

During  the  1969-70  fiscal  year  some  131,933  big  game  animals 
were  harvested  by  Montana  and  nonresident  hunters  (see  table) . 

To  provide  this  magnitude  of  harvest  required  an  evaluation 
of  the  conditions  and  trends  of  both  vegetation  (habitat)  and  big 
game  populations  in  89  deer-elk-bear  hunting  units,  68  antelope 
hunting  areas,  52  moose  units,  28  mountain  goat  areas  and  10 
mountain  sheep  hunting  units.  It  was  necessary  to  obtain  some 
information  on  vegetation  from  over  2,100  selected  sites  within 
those  areas  during  spring,  summer  and  early  fall  of  1969.  Surveys 
of  the  big  game  populations  themselves  to  determine  distribution, 
age  and  sex  ratios,  reproductive  rates,  survival  of  both  young 
and  old  age  classes,  plus  general  condition  (weights,  antler  growth, 
etc.)  required  division  personnel  to  visit  nearly  every  area 
where  big  game  occurs  in  the  state's  147,138  square  miles. 

During  the  1969  hunting  season  some  23,850  duck  hunters  har- 
vested around  204,766  ducks,  of  which  66%  were  mallards.  Approxi- 
mately 12,688  goose  hunters  shot  about  12,026  geese  of  which  82% 
were  Canada  geese.  In  the  same  period,  1,298  turkey  hunters 
harvested  360  turkeys  in  1969  spending  an  average  of  1,7  days 
on  the  hunt.  Turkey  hunting  in  Montana  was  unknown  prior  to 
1959.  During  the  1969  hunting  season  some  50,842  upland  bird 
hunters  bagged  114,500  pheasants,  99,800  sharptails,  54,200  sage 
grouse,  41,000  blue  grouse,  38,700  ruffed  grouse,  19,500  Franklin's 
grouse,  69,100  Hungarian  (or  gray)  partridge  and  3,000  chukars. 

The  average  upland  bird  hunter  bagged  8.7  birds  of  the  species 
mentioned  and  spent  approximately  5.6  days  accomplishing  this. 

To  gather  the  information  necessary  to  conduct  the  game 
management  program  for  all  game  species  in  the  state  and  to  evaluate 
the  condition  of  the  habitat  requires  not  only  on-the-ground 
inspections  and  surveys  of  all  areas  where  the  game  is  found  but 
contacts  with  many,  many  people,  organizations  and  agencies. 

Every  sportsmen  group  was  visited  at  least  several  times  during 
the  year  to  explain  proposed  and  approved  hunting  seasons  along 
with  ansv/ering  questions  about  a myriad  of  other  aspects  of  game 
management.  These  included,  but  were  not  limited  to,  predators, 
logging,  superhighways,  sagebrush  control,  nonresident  hunters, 
guides,  outfitters,  dams,  trappers,  control  of  alfalfa  weevil, 
introducing  exotic  big  and  small  game,  livestock  grazing,  oversnow 
vehicles,  game  preserves,  and  federal  agencies.  The  success  or 
failure  of  the  division  program  depends  entirely  on  the  support 

of  the  people.  For  the  most  part  the  programs  have  that  support. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


To  date,  some  600,000  acres  of  sagebrush  have  been  "controlled" 
by  federal  agencies  in  Montana.  An  essential  part  of  the  diet  of 
sage  grouse  and  antelope  is  sagebrush.  On  certain  occasions,  elk 
and  deer  also  use  sagebrush.  Division  personnel  each  year  inspect 
many  proposed  sagebrush  control  projects  at  agency  request. 

Division  recommendations  request  certain  areas  within  a project 
not  be  sprayed  or  some  projects  not  be  done  at  all.  These  inspec- 
tions are  necessary  to  protect  and  maintain  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  Montana's  wildlife  habitat.  Areas  to  be  logged  or  which  are 
being  logged  must  also  be  inspected  to  assure  that  wildlife 
habitat  is  not  eliminated  or  adversely  altered.  Proposed  drain- 
age projects  of  wetlands  under  the  supervision  of  the  Soil  Con- 
servation vService  involving  many  hundreds  of  acres  were  also 
inspected  and  recommendations  made. 

There  is  little  question  about  the  importance  of  the  "watch- 
dog" activities  the  game  division  exercises  over  the  federal  agencies. 
They  need  it,  and  Montana's  wildlife  resource  would  not  exist 
without  it.  To  people  throughout  the  state  and  the  nation, 
wildlife  and  Montana  are  synonymous.  Montana  now  has  an  obvious 
obligation  to  maintain  this  standard. 

In  keeping  with  division  policy  to  provide  maximum  recreation 
opportunity,  13  mountain  goats  were  introduced  into  the  Mt. 

Edith  area  of  the  Big  Belt  Mountains  in  June,  1970  between  Town- 
send and  T'lhite  Sulphur  Springs.  This  is  the  first  introduction 
of  mountain  goats  into  this  area. 

Game  Research 


Basic  research  projects  were  continued  on  moose,  Hungarian 
(gray)  partridge  and  the  ecology  of  sagebrush  control.  Project 
connected  work  included  monitoring  movements  of  radio-equipped 
deef,  sage  grouse  and  moose,  testing  upland  birds  for  mercury 
residues,  and  routine  soil  and  vegetation  measurements.  The 
Wildlife  Laboratory  continued  analysis  of  rumen  and  crop  contents 
for  food  habit  studies,  pertinent  information  on  grizzly  bears 
leading  to  management  criteria,  and  other  associated  biological 
data. 

Several  important  publications  presenting  information  applica- 
ble to  many  facets  of  wildlife  management  and  investigation  pro- 
grams were  published  or  appeared  in  technical  journals.  One 
publication  of  note,  "Forest  Grouse  and  Experimental  Spruce 
Budworm  Insecticide  Studies"  was  published  with  the  cooperation 
of  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  has  criteria 
valuable  to  agencies  involved  in  timber  management. 

Land  Acquisition 

The  Beartooth  Game  Range  was  acquired  June  8,  1970  at  a total 
cost  of  $783,750.  The  Federal  Aid  in  Wildlife  Restoration 
participation  in  this  purchase  amounted  to  $587,812.  Fish  and 
Game  funds  amounted  to  $195,938.  The  game  range  was  acquired  as 
part  of  a continuing  program  of  providing  key  winter  range  for 
big  game  especially  elk,  and  habitat  for  other  wildlife  species. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


The  new  game  range  is  located  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek 
and  Elkhorn  Creek  drainages  of  the  Big  Belt  Mountains  from  the 
east  shore  of  Holter  Reservoir  to  the  Hound  Creek  divide  in  Lewis 
and  Clark  county  and  Cascade  county.  A total  of  27,000  deeded 
acres  was  acquired  and  approsimately  5,320  acres  of  leased  land 
will  be  controlled  for  a total  of  32,320  acres  in  the  project. 

The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  will  occupy  this  game  range 
November  15,  1970. 

Maintenance  of  Game  Ranges  and  Management  Areas 

The  Fish  and  Game  Commission,  prior  to  the  Beartooth  acquisi- 
tion, owned  about  62,764  acres  of  big  game  ranges  in  13  different 
locations  across  the  state.  An  additional  53,461  acres  are  con- 
trolled by  leases.  A total  of  11,128  acres  of  deeded  land  and 
12,640  acres  of  leased  land  were  managed  to  benefit  waterfowl, 
upland  game  birds  and  other  small  wildlife  species  in  10  loca- 
tions . 

A large  program  of  the  Game  Management  Division  includes 
the  development  and  maintenance  of  these  commission-owned  and 
controlled  lands  and  buildings  that  are  managed  to  benefit  game 
and  other  wildlife.  A total  of  more  than  $24,000  was  paid  to 
Montana  counties  in  lieu  of  taxes.  A fiscal  year  budget  of 
$282,987  was  scheduled  in  1970  to  maintain  nearly  100  buildings; 

12  miles  of  dikes  and  six  dams;  more  than  102  miles  of  ditch  and 
canals,  more  than  128  bridges  and  culverts;  111  miles  of  improved 
roads;  76  miles  of  vehicle  trails;  nearly  300  miles  of  fence;  and 
cultivate  about  3,000  acres  of  crops,  shelterbelts  and  other  cover 
plantings.  About  150  acres  of  rangeland  and  200  acres  of  hayland 
were  fertilized. 

At  Ninepipe,  230  acres  in  35  food  patches  were  seeded  to  grain 
for  wildlife  and  a total  of  2,000  shrubs  and  trees  were  planted. 
Other  plantings  included  1, 100  shrubs  at  the  Bitterroot  Game 
Range  and  bitterbrush  seeding  at  Three-mile  in  the  Bitterroot. 

Shrub  and  shelterbelt  plantings  were  cultivated  and  maintained 
at  Freezout.  One  shelterbelt  was  fenced  rabbit  proof  to  protect 
the  shrub  stock.  About  50  acres  of  native  sod  was  cultivated  and 
seeded  to  taller  permanent  species  for  wildlife  nesting  and 
hunting  cover  at  Freezout. 

At  Freezout,  125  acres  of  winter  wheat  and  200  acres  of  spring 
barley  were  grown  for  waterfowl  and  upland  birds.  Most  of  these 
crops  were  swathed  as  a depredation  buffer  to  minimize  concentrated 
waterfowl  damage  to  private  croplands  around  the  management  area. 
Weeds  and  so-called  noxious  vegetation  was  mowed,  clipped,  culti- 
vated or  sprayed,  as  required  by  county  weed  control  programs  and 
good  land  management.  Captive  goose  flocks  which  are  kept  to 
develop  new  Canada  geese  populations  were  maintained  at  both  the 
Freezout  and  the  Warm  Springs  management  areas. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISI-MENTS 


A new  plan  was  prepared  for  the  acquisition  and  development 
of  lands  for  wildlife  in  conjunction  with  the  interstate  high- 
way construction  in  Deer  Lodge  valley. 

Rangeland  fertilizer  experiments  were  conducted  at  the  Sun 
River,  Judith,  Wall  Creek  and  Gallatin  Game  Ranges. 

A study  of  artificial  salting  was  again  initiated  on  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range  as  part  of  a salting  plan  requested  by  the 
Commission.  Forage  utilization  and  range  condition  transects  were 
maintained  on  all  big  game  ranges. 

Cooperation  was  extended  to  the  survey  and  inventory  projects 
in  range  surveys,  upland  bird  breeding,  production  and  harvest 
surveys,  big  game  production  surveys,  big  game  trend  counts,  and 
big  game  harvest  checks. 

Special  traps  were  operated  to  mark  elk  on  the  Bitterroot, 
Blackfoot-Clearwater , Judith  River,  Wall  Creek  and  Fleecer  Game 
Ranges  for  migration  and  movement  studies.  Bighorn  sheep  traps 
were  operated  near  the  Sun  River  Game  Range,  and  a mountain  goat 
trap  was  operated  in  the  Gates  of  the  Mountains  area.  Antelope 
were  trapped  and  marked  for  the  sagebrush  control  research  project 
near  Winnett. 

Elk  herding  to  keep  these  animals  off  adjacent  private  land 
was  an  important  activity  at  the  Wall  Creek  and  Sun  River  Game 
Ranges.  Game  range  managers  maintained  constant  vigilance  over 
commission  lands  to  detect  and  remove  trespass  livestock  which 
would  graze  vegetation  reserved  for  use  by  wildlife.  Certain 
wildlife  management  areas  have  regnlated  livestock  use  and 
administration  of  grazing  leases  was  important  at  the  Canyon  Ferry 
and  Clark  Canyon  areas  which  are  managed  for  wildlife  under  an 
agreement  with  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 

The  Fish  and  Game  Department  maintains  horses  for  use  on  the 
big  game  ranges.  This  stock  is  wintered,  fed,  pastured  and 
cared  for  as  necessary. 

The  ranges  are  patrolled  for  unauthorized  use  of  snowmobiles 
during  the  winter  seasons.  Public  use  of  the  wildlife  management 
areas  is  enforced  according  to  commission  regulations.  Many 
visitors  are  accommodated  at  these  areas  each  year.  Public  access, 
parking,  camping  and  picnic  areas  located  on  the  lands  were 
serviced  and  maintained. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


1969 

MONTANA  BIG  GAME  HARVEST* 


Mule  Deer  79,800 

Whitetailed  Deer  23 , 000 

Total  Deer 

Elk  12,100 

Antelope  14, 500 

Moose  460 

Sheep  70 

Goat  330 

Black  Bear  1,700 

Grizzly  Bear  ^ 

Total  Bear 


TOTAL  BIG  GAME  131,993 


*Estimated  by  mail  survey 


102,800 


1,733 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


New  Construction 


During  the  fiscal  year,  1970,  a new  dwelling  costing  $24,560 
was  constructed  at  the  Blackf oot-Clearwater  Game  Range  in  Powell 
County.  Approximately  20  miles  of  new  and  replacement  fence  were 
built  costing  about  $30,000  at  the  Sun  River,  Blackf oot-Clearwater 
Haymaker,  Bitterroot,  Warm  Springs  and  Clark  Canyon  projects. 

A new  public  access  bridge  was  built  across  the  Ruby  Creek  on 
The  Wall  Creek  Game  Range  in  Madison  County.  About  70  acres  of 
formerly  cultivated  brome  grasslands  were  reseeded  to  preferred 
species  of  permanent  grass  on  the  Judith  Game  Range. 

Several  new  public  use  accommodation  units  were  constructed 
at  certain  management  areas.  A water  control  structure  was 
built  in  a dike  at  the  Warm  Springs  Game  Management  Area.  A 
new  addition  to  the  shop  building  was  constructed  at  the  Judith 
Game  Range,  and  goose  nesting  islands  were  constructed  at  Ninepipe 
Surplus  buildings  were  sold  at  the  Isaac  Homestead  management  area 

Use  of  the  Wildlife  Management  Areas 

It  was  estimated  in  1969  that  more  than  6,000  pheasants, 

600.000  ducks,  255,000  geese  (majority  snow  geese)  3,400  deer 

and  4, 300  elk  used  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Wildlife  Management  areas 
The  hunter  kill  on  these  areas  was  more  than  3,000  pheasants, 

19.000  ducks,  1,400  geese,  500  deer  and  200  elk. 

During  the  1969  season  nearly  40,000  hunters  visited  thses 
management  areas.  A total  of  about  55,000  people  visited  the 
areas  for  all  kinds  of  recreation.  It  was  estimated  that  these 
areas  offered  more  than  150,000  days  of  recreation  to  the  people 
of  Montana  and  visitors  to  this  state. 
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BIG  GAME  KILL 


Resident 


Nonresident  Total 


1958 

Elk 

Data 

not 

available . 

12,200 

Deer 

114,254* 

1,746+ 

116,000 

Antelope 

Data 

not 

available . 

14,000 

1959 

Elk 

13,697 

1,603 

15, 300 

Deer 

Data 

not 

available . 

120,000 

Antelope 

Data 

not 

available . 

15,700 

1960 

Elk 

9,012 

1,088 

10, 100 

Deer 

107 , 647 

15,853 

123, 500 

Antelope 

13,980 

1,020 

15,000 

1961 

Elk 

13,852 

1,638 

15, 500 

Deer 

111,840 

17 , 260 

129, 100 

Antelope 

16,707* 

2,593+ 

19, 300 

1962 

Elk 

10,820 

1, 380 

12,200 

Deer 

118,454* 

7,266 

125,700 

Antelope 

18,450 

4,550 

23,000 

1963 

Elk 

9,685 

1,415 

11,100 

Deer 

102,320 

16,980 

119,300 

Antelope 

17,117 

5,083 

22, 200 

1964 

Elk 

9,663 

1,584 

11,247 

Deer 

89,481 

17,885 

107,366 

Antelope 

20,590 

6,410 

27,000 

1965 

Elk 

6,266 

1,434 

7 , 700 

Deer 

74,700 

15,300 

90,000 

Antelope 

15,789 

2,841 

18,630 

1966 

Elk 

10,232 

2,218 

12,450 

Deer 

83,734 

14,370 

98,104 

Antelope 

11,434 

2,482 

13,916 

1967 

Elk 

13,561 

1,629 

15,190 

Deer 

80,342 

8,298 

88,640 

Antelope 

10, 120 

2,480 

12,600 

1968 

Elk 

15,116 

1,596 

16,712 

Deer 

87,660 

11,589 

99,250 

Antelope 

9,630 

1,504 

11,500 

* Resident  and  $100  Nonresident  License. 

Limited  Special  $20  Nonresident  License. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATION 


During  the  1969-70  fiscal  year,  a 10*  x 55'  trailer  was 
purchased.  The  trailer  will  be  used  for  wildlife  conservation 
education  work  throughout  the  state.  Currently,  the  exhibit  is 
being  installed  in  the  trailer  and  should  be  available  this  fall. 

The  production  of  environmental  and  wildlife  films  was  in- 
creased. The  commission  film,  "Winter  Range",  won  second  place 
national  competition  in  the  Outdoor  Writers  Association  film 
contest . 

A series  of  publications  on  the  animals  of  Montana  was  started. 
These  are  available  to  anyone  in  Montana. 

Over  70,000  inquiries  concerning  hunting,  fishing  and 
recreational  opportunities  in  Montana  were  answered  during  the 
1969-70  fiscal  year. 
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ITEM  8 - MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


During  the  1969-70  fiscal  year,  the  enforcement  field  staff 
made  the  follov/ing  accomplishments: 


32,126 

19,096 

6,456 

2,379 

498 

314 

173 

89 

597 

622 

919 

424 

171 

338 

197 

281 

1,409 


Creel  checks 

Game  bag  checks 

License  dealer  checks 

NTA  & C forms  issued 

Courtesy  citations  issued 

Sportsmen  meetings  attended 

Speeches  given 

Training  courses  conducted 

Days  on  hunter  and  water  safety 

Cooperation  with  other  agencies 

Inspections  (game  farm,  fish  pond,  outfitters) 

Days  administration  department  lands 

Trips  game  or  bird  census 

Days  trapping  and/or  transplanting 

Trips  fish  planting 

Biological  specimens  collected 

Days  on  game  damage  control 


The  division  did  the  following  to  accomplish  the  above: 


627,999 

654 

2,870 

2,214 

1,428 

324 


Miles  driven 
Aircraft  hours 
Boat  hours 
Saddle  horse  hours 
Snow  machine  hours 
Motorcycle  hours 


During  the  1969-70  fiscal  year,  the  introduction  of  the 
Courtesy  Citation  was  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Fish  and 
Game  Commission  to  handle  the  minor  fish  and  game  law  infrac- 
tions. The  Courtesy  Citation  was  very  badly  needed  as  there  was 
an  area  in  Fish  and  Game  law  enforcement  where  a Notice  to  Appear 
and  Complaint  was  not  justified;  however,  a warden  was  hesitant  to 
do  what  he  considered  a compromise  of  a case  out  of  court  as  this 
was  against  his  oath  of  office.  The  Courtesy  Citation  filled  this 
gap  by  relieving  the  conscience  of  the  officer  and  serving  jus- 
tice at  the  same  time. 


The  responsibilities  of  the  License  Section  were  assumed  by 
the  Enforcement  Division  on  October  1,  1969.  A new  license 
accounting  system  was  instigated.  The  old  system  accounted  for 
the  licenses  by  serial  number.  This  system  was  cumbersome  and 
prone  to  error.  A new  accounting  system  was  implemented  on  an 
"accounts  receivable"  principle.  A new  accounting  machine  was 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


obtained  which  utilizes  ledger  card  information  and  magnetic  strip 
capabilities.  The  machine  also  has  a key  punch  attachment  which 
produces  IBM  cards  for  the  monthly  reports  as  the  ledger  is  posted. 

With  this  system,  the  Law  Enforcement  Division  is  current 
with  each  of  the  626  individual  dealer  accounts  and  can  ascertain 
the  status  of  any  account  immediately.  This  is  contrasted  by 
the  prior  system  where  a three  to  four  month  lag  made  it  impos- 
sible to  tell  where  any  particular  account  stood. 

A new  position  of  Assistant  to  the  Chief  of  Enforcement  was 
created  to  oversee  the  entire  License  Section  including  the 
special  licenses  as  well  as  assume  the  duties  of  the  Chief  of 
Enforcement  in  his  absence. 
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ITEM  8 


MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


RECREATION  AND  PARKS 


The  major  accomplishments  of  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Division 
can  be  briefly  summarized  under  three  catagories. 

1.  Acquisition,  development  and  operation  of  the  state 
parks  system  in  conjunction  with  the  fishing  access 
program ; 

This  program  includes  153  separate  areas  managed 
for  public  outdoor  recreation.  During  the  last 
fiscal  year  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Division 
acquired  617  acres  by  purchase  at  a cost  of 
$245,840.  In  addition,  140  acres  were  donated 
to  the  system  for  administration,  and  1,052 
acres  were  acquired  by  easement,  lease  or  agree- 
ment. 

2.  Administration  of  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund 
Act  which  provides  federal  cost  sharing  for  acquisition 
and  development  of  outdoor  recreation  areas  by  state  and 
local  agencies: 

Through  this  program  18  local  projects  were 
approved  for  a total  expenditure  of  almost 
$824,000,  and  11  state  projects  approved  for 
a total  of  about  $209,000.  There  was  a total 
of  $435,000  federal  money  available  in  this 
fund  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  state- 
wide Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  was  updated  and 
approved  for  participation  in  the  program 
until  August,  1972. 

3.  Administration  of  the  National  Act  for  the  Preservation 
of  Historic  Sites: 

This  program  is  inadequately  financed  by  an 
appropriation  from  the  general  fund  of  $2,500 
which  was  matched  with  federal  money  for  a total 
biennial  program  of  $5,000. 
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MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES 


1.  Program:  Environmental  Resources 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Executive 

Priority  Rating:  1 

Category:  Increasing  Existing  Services 

Recommendation : Encourage  and/or  require  that  developing  na- 

tural resource-orientated  industries  meaningfully  cooperate  with 
state  government  in  maintaining  environment  quality.  This  divi- 
sion of  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  can  play  a vital  role 
in  such  a cooperative  effort. 

Discussion . During  a time  when  the  general  public  is  extreme- 
ly aware  of  environmental  quality,  it  is  essential  that  new  devel- 
opment, particularly  in  the  area  of  natural  resource  harvesting,  do 
all  that  it  can  to  honor  the  existing  environment.  To  date,  much 
of  the  opposition  toward  new  development  stems  from  the  fact  that 
the  existing  environment  has  been  readily  sacrificed  in  the  past. 

This  is  not  necessary,  nor  desirable.  Development  can  be  com- 
patible with  an  area's  existing  ecology.  However,  to  be  compatible 
the  ingredients  contributing  to  a quality  environment  must  be  iden- 
tified and  understood.  In  this  area,  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  is  uniquely  qualified  to  assist.  Not  only  does  wildlife 
reflect  a quality  environment,  but  most  Montanans  accept  the  pre- 
mise that  a livable  environment  for  wildlife  is  a quality  environ- 
ment for  man. 

T/^en  agreements  can  be  reached  that  design  sincere  efforts  to 
preserve  the  traditional  wildlife  values  along  with  development, 
public  apprehension  concerning  development  then  subsides. 

If  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  Montana  can  have  both  its  eco- 
nomic development  and  its  wildlife  populations,  future  develop- 
ments should  be  more  acceptable.  This  cooperative  approach  be- 
tween industry  and  government  needs  to  be  extended  to  other  de- 
veloping areas  where  significant  environmental  problems  are  also 
possible.  To  accomplish  this  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission  adopted 
a natural  resource  development  policy  which  pledges  the  Fish  and 
Game  Department's  cooperation  and  asks  that  industry  participate. 

To  date  this  invitation  to  participate  has  not  been  widely  accepted 
There  is  definitely  a need  to  develop  ways  and  means  to  encourage 
; industry  to  accept  the  broader  responsibility  and  include  environ- 
mental planning  as  an  integral  part  of  natural  resource  development 
activities . 
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Should  this  recommendation  be  followed,  Montana  could  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  both  industrial  development  and  environmental 
quality.  It  would  also  serve  to  alleviate  much  of  the  general 
resistance  to  development  that  is  being  felt  in  Montana  today. 

The  cost  of  these  programs,  of  course,  depends  upon  the  degree 
of  participation. 

Generally  speaking,  the  cost  of  all  the  necessary  environ- 
mental work  can  no  longer  be  assumed  by  Montana' s sportsmen,  nor 
should  it  be,  even  though  it  is  the  wildlife  resource  that  they 
are  first  and  primarily  concerned  about.  Participants  in  this 
program  should  be  encouraged  to  share  the  cost  with  Montana's 
sportsmen,  where  the  cost  is  divided  between  sportsmen  and  in- 
dustry. Should  new  developing  concerns  adopt  this  concept,  future 
problems  in  areas  such  as  meeting  water  quality  standards  could 
be  avoided  through  proper  planning,  rather  than  creating  problems 
to  be  solved  later. 
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FISHERIES 


For  the  present,  Montana  does  not  have  the  problem  of  too 
many  fishermen.  In  fact,  many  Montana  waters  are  underharvested. 
This  situation  could  rapidly  change  with  the  increasing  human 
population  in  the  United  States,  more  leisure  time  and  vastly 
improved  transportation.  The  Fisheries  Division  feels  its  fish 
management  program  is  well-designed  and  should  be  continued. 

The  following  phases  should  be  emphasized: 

(1)  The  role  of  "put  and  take"  hatchery  trout  in 
Montana  streams  should  be  evaluated.  In  1969 
state  fish  hatcheries  planted  over  3/4  million 
catchables,  7 to  11  inches  long,  at  a cost  of 
30d  each.  Since  only  4 out  10  are  caught, 
each  one  creeled  cost  75<^.  Obviously  this  is 
a very  expensive  program.  Unfortunately  only 
short  term  benefits  are  realized  for  most  of 
the  "put  and  take"  fish  that  are  caught  are 
taken  within  six  weeks  after  planting.  With  few 
exceptions,  the  rest  die.  This  is  a popular 
program,  but  one  that  is  economically  feasible 
only  if  those  who  benefit  pay  the  cost.  Pre- 
sently this  is  not  the  case.  The  Fish  and 

Game  Department's  licensing  structure  should 
be  revised  to  limit  the  use  of  "put  and  take" 
hatchery  trout  to  the  amount  the  persons 
benefiting  from  this  program  are  willing  to 
pay. 

(2)  Continued  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  our 
statewide  fishing  pressure  estimates  using 
mail  questionnaires.  This  division  has  done 
considerable  work  on  this,  and  the  results  are 
promising.  Through  accumulation  of  several 
years'  data,  fisheries  personnel  hope  to  obtain 
reliable  estimates  of  pressure  on  even  our  less 
used  waters. 

(3)  Development  of  methods  of  censusing  fish  popu- 
lations in  large  rivers  should  be  continued. 

Knowledge  of  wild  fish  populations  in  these  large 
streams  is  essential  if  they  are  to  be  managed 
for  optimum  fishing. 

(4)  The  division  presently  runs  several  habitat  re- 
search projects  all  of  which  should  be  continued. 

They  are:  the  evaluation  of  stream  restoration  and 
protection  structures,  the  study  of  the  effects  of 
dewatering  on  trout  populations  and  stream  bank 
vegetation,  and  a study  on  the  relationship  of  stream 
channel  configuration  to  trout  populations. 
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GAME  MANAGEMENT 


1,  Program:  Land  Acquisition 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 
Priority  Rating:  1 of  3 

Category:  Increasing  existing  services  and  providing  greater 

authority  to  aditiinister  existing  programs: 


Recommendation : Funds  should  be  made  available  to  acquire 

game  ranges,  waterfowl  areas,  hunting  accesses  and  wildlife  manage- 
ment areas  as  purchase  conditions  and  availability  status  dictate. 
This  would  require  commitment  of  funds  in  excess  of  the  $500,000 
now  allowed  over  a period  longer  than  the  biennium. 

Discussion : The  future  of  wildlife  and  hunting-type  recrea- 

tion is  almost  completely  dependent  upon  the  acquisition  of  lands 
for  that  specific  purpose.  For  a species  such  as  elk,  the  reser- 
vation of  suitable  wintering,  and  to  some  degree  summering  areas, 
is  not  possible  on  "multiple-use"  lands  (i.e.  National  Forests) 
or  privately-owned  lands  where  such  uses  as  grazing,  logging,  or 
mining  are  major  operations. 


2.  Program:  Control  of  use  of  Fish  and  Game  administered  lands 
Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 
Priority  Rating:  2 of  3 

Category:  Providing  greater  authority  to  administer  existing 

programs . 


Recommendation : Protection  and  management  programs  necessary 

to  prevent  abuse  of  land,  soil  and  water  and  wildlife  populations 
on  state-owned  lands  administered  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Department 
should  be  provided. 

Discussion : Complete  control  of  human  use  and  activities  is 

necessary  on  such  lands  if  maximum  recreational  values  are  to  be 
realized.  Uncontrolled  use  of  motorized  vehicles  can  be  a harass- 
ment factor  to  certain  big  game  during  the  calving  period,  or 
at  times  of  additional  stress  such  as  deep  or  crusted  snow. 
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3.  Program:  Coordinated  Weed  Control 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 
Priority  Rating:  3 of  3 

Category:  Improving  coordination  with  other  agencies  or 

programs . 


Recommendation : Require  v/eed  control  agencies  to  demonstrate 

actual  need  for  weed  control  programs  on  lands  administered  by 
Fish  and  Game  Department. 

Discussion : In  most  instances,  when  Fish  and  Game  takes 

control  of  a given  piece  of  land  it  is  often  following  an  extended 
period  of  over-grazing.  With  removal  of  livestock  (or  cessation 
of  farming  operations)  there  is  usually  an  accelerated  growth 
of  weedy  plants.  With  continued  absence  of  livestock  (or  farming) 
the  weedy  vegetation  is  replaced  with  desirable  vegetation,  eli- 
minating the  need  for  weed  control  measures.  It  has  also  been 
observed  that  many  of  the  weed  control  programs  are  an  annual 
operation  on  the  same  sites.  It  would  be  desirable  to  allow 
natural  plant  succession  to  run  its  course  on  the  lands  in 
question.  This  would  be  a more  economical  approach. 


ITEM  9 


MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS 


INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATION 


1. 


Program : 
Required 
Priority 
Category 


Wildlife  and  Recreation  Magazine 
Implementation  Action:  Commission 
Rating:  1 

Revamp  of  Current  Publications 


Recommendation : Two  additional  personnel  are  needed  to  up- 

grade our  present  magazine.  It  should  be  a full-color  magazine 
stressing  Montana's  outdoor  recreation  and  wildlife. 

Discussion : A quality  magazine  would  better  inform  Montana's 

people  of  the  goals  of  the  state  in  recreation  and  wildlife 
management.  The  publication  should  be  published  at  least  six 
times  per  year  on  a paid  subscription  basis. 
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LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


1,  Program:  Law  Enforcement 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 
Priority  Rating:  1 of  2 
Category:  Adding  New  Services 


Recommendation . Create  a boat  and  water  safety  section  with 
a fulltime  supervisor  and  a staff  of  summertime  employees. 

Discussion . This  program  is  needed  to  meet  the  growing  need 
and  responsibility  imposed  by  increased  use  of  water  based  sports 

A new  Federal  boating  law  is  now  in  Congress  which  will  cost 
share  up  to  75%  for  qualified  state  boat  and  water  safety  pro- 
grams. This  funding  will  assist  with  this  new  and  much  needed 
program.  There  will  be  approximately  $30,000.00  available  to 
us  from  Federal  Aid  under  the  new  proposed  law.  There  will  be 
approximately  $15,000.00  available  from  the  state  boat  registra- 
tion fees  for  matching  funds. 


2.  Program:  Recreation  Patrol 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 

Priority  Rating:  2 of  2 

Category:  Expanding  Existing  Services 


Recommendation . An  additional  $120,000.00  should  be  appro- 
priated to  hire  six  new  wardens  for  recreation  patrol. 

Discussion . The  demand  for  recreation  potential  is  increas- 
ing at  a tremendous  rate.  Experts  estimate  the  population  will 
double  in  thirty-five  years,  and  the  demand  for  recreation  will 
triple  during  this  time.  This  demand  is  not  entirely  fishing 
and  hunting  but  for  picnicking,  photography,  sightseeing,  camping 
rockhounding,  sketching,  hiking  and  many  other  diversified  forms 
of  recreation. 

The  1969  legislature  enacted  a portion  of  this  program  by 
strengthening  the  litter  laws  and  giving  the  warden  authority 
to  enforce  litter,  fire  and  vandalism  restrictions  on  certain 
public  property  and  on  certain  private  property  where  public 
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recreation  is  perroitted.  Two  additional  steps  are  needed 
carry  out  this  program,  funding  and  change  of  title  from  ' 
Game  Warden"  to  "Conservation  Officer." 


to 

State 


The  cost  of  -recreation  patrol  should  not  be  borne  entirely 
by  the  hunter  and  fishermen;  the  general  public  should  share  a 
small  part  of  the  responsibility. 


The  only  possible  way  the  Law  Enforcement  Division  can  accom- 
modate this  increase  is  by  careful  use  of  lands  available  now, 
either  private  or  public.  Public  access  to  lands  is  being  closed 
or  is  not  open  because  of  littering,  vandalism  or  fire  danger. 

The  wardens  are  in  contact  with  most  of  the  recreating  public 
at  the  present  time.  The  warden  force  should  be  increased  by 
six  wardens,  and  each  district  decreased  in  size.  All  wardens 
would  devote  10  to  15  percent  of  their  time  toward  administration 
and  regulation  of  recreational  land  use. 
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MAJOR  RECOMMENDATIONS 


RECREATION  AND  PARKS 


1.  Program:  Recreation  and  Parks 

Required  Implementation  Action:  Legislative 
Priority  Rating:  1 of  1 

Category:  Increasing  Existing  Services 


Recommendation : Tin  annual  general  fund  appropriation  of 

$500,000.00  should  be  made  available  for  operation  and  maintenance 
of  this  program. 

Discussion ; It  is  felt  that  this  program  is  falling  short 
of  its  goals  in  two  major  areas: 

1.  Acquisition  and  development  of  new  public 
outdoor  recreation  areas. 

2.  Implementation  of  a program  for  the  pre- 
servation of  historic  sites. 

(> 

If  the  necessary  general  fund  appropriation  is  made  available 
to  administer  the  present  recreation  sites  in  the  system,  funds 
from  other  sources  and  earned  income  would  be  available  for  a 
modest  expansion.  Federal  funds  on  a 50-50  matching  basis  are 
available  from  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  for  the 
acquisition  and  development  of  new  outdoor  recreation  areas. 
Current  information  would  indicate  about  a ten  percent  increase 
in  use  of  the  present  recreation  facilities  over  the  1969  season. 
Tin  investment  in  expansion  of  the  recreation  and  park  system  is 
a necessity  if  Montana  is  to  accommodate  this  ever-increasing 
use . 

The  National  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Historic  Sites  is 
a relatively  new  federal  program.  Federal  funds  are  available 
under  this  act  for  preparation  of  a plan  and  for  preservation 
projects  following  submission  of  an  acceptable  plan.  Limited 
funds  and  matching  dollars  are  being  used  to  attempt  to  compile 
a plan  for  the  preservation  of  historic  places  in  Montana.  If 
the  above  recommendation  is  accepted,  a plan  will  be  developed 
to  make  federal  funds  available  to  state  and  local  agencies  for 
preservation  projects.  Again  this  would  be  an  investment  that 
would  pay  real  dividends  to  Montana  in  terms  of  a new  source  of 
federal  dollars  as  well  as  the  accomplishment  of  worthwhile 
historic  preservation  projects  that  would  themselves  provide 
sources  of  revenue  as  a secondary  benefit. 
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ITEM  10  - ANALYSIS  OF  PROGRAMS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  RESOURCES 


Services  Provided 


The  Environmental  Resources  Division  represents  a pool  of 
trained  scientists  that  can  be  used  to  aid  developers  of  Montana ' s 
natural  resources.  The  expertise  offered  is  particularly  in  the 
area  of  fish  and  wildlife  ecology.  The  program  is  designed  to 
serve  highway  construction,  water  resource  development,  mineral 
development,  logging  and  the  use  of  agricultural  pesticides. 

Obj  ect ives 

It  is  the  primary  objective  of  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division  to  see  to  it  that  development  in  the  area  of  natural 
resources  proceeds  compatibly  with  the  existing  fish  and  wild- 
life resource.  A further  objective  is  to  see  that  habitat  im- 
provement features  are  utilized  when  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
presents  itself.  To  accomplish  these  objectives  all  existing 
pertinent  data  is  made  available  to  potential  development  groups 
and  a vehicle  for  gathering  additional  data  is  provided  should 
the  developer  choose  to  utilize  it. 

Target  Groups 

The  data  and  services  that  can  be  obtained  from  the  Envir- 
onmental Resources  Division  are  available  to  any  agency  or  pri- 
vate interest  or  individual  requesting  such  assistance.  Since 
most  development  ultimately  affects  the  fish  and  wildlife  re- 
source, services  are  provided  to  anyone  expressing  an  interest. 

Achievements 


In  response  to  the  need  for  information  and  assistance, 
this  division  has  been  active  in  the  areas  of  water  pollution 
control,  administration  of  the  Stream  Preservation  Act,  water 
resource  development,  pesticide  regulation,  mine  development, 
mine  land  reclamation,  forest  land  development,  range  land  plan- 
ning, and  many  other  inter-agency  activities. 

The  division  also  put  the  first  ecological  planning  team 
into  the  field  to  design  a planning  procedure  to  meet  the  needs 
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of  Montana's  fish  and  wildlife  resource. 

In  the  area  of  water  pollution  control,  Fish  and  Game 
biologists  continue  to  augment  the  staff  of  engineers  from 
the  Board  of  Health.  This  allowed  Montana's  water  pollution 
control  effort  to  proceed  under  the  full-team  approach,  and 
provided  assistance  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  meeting  the  de- 
mand for  cleaner  water.  Montana's  Stream  Preservation  Act  of 
1965  continues  to  pay  dividends  in  maintaining  the  stream  en- 
vironment that  sustains  our  fabulous  trout  fishing  resource. 
Through  a variety  of  agreements,  the  principle  of  preserving 
trout  stream  habitat  is  now  being  extended  beyond  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law,  and  is  being  utilized  by  agencies  not  or- 
iginally covered  by  the  act.  Water  resource  development  ac- 
tivities included  participation  in  comprehensive  river  basin 
planning,  designing  features  that  will  ultimately  benefit  fish 
and  game  resources  in  conjunction  with  dam  construction  and 
contributing  information  to  water  development  planners  to  as- 
sist them  in  ecological  project  designing. 

Activities  in  the  area  of  pesticide  control  and  moni- 
toring included  assisting  an  interim  legislative  committee 
designing  pesticide  legislation  and  monitoring  fish  and  wild- 
life species  for  possible  sources  of  environmental  contamin- 
ation . 

In  the  area  of  mine  development  and  strip  mine  reclama- 
tion, advice  and  information  has  been  given  upon  request  to 
mining  firms  contemplating  development.  In  the  case  of  the 
proposed  development  at  Lincoln,  the  division  designed  an 
environmental  study  to  assist  the  industry  in  making  its  de- 
velopment as  ecologically  compatible  as  possible.  Upon  final 
completion  of  contracts  for  work  on  this  problem,  this  agree- 
ment will  represent  a landmark  in  industry  and  state  coopera- 
tion to  preserve  environmental  quality. 

The  increasing  demand  for  forest  products  has  accelerat- 
ed logging  activity  throughout  most  of  western  Montana.  Since 
much  of  this  land  is  public,  considerable  controversy  has  re- 
volved around  the  extension  of  logging  activities  into  new 
areas.  Since  these  lands  are  managed  under  the  multiple  use 
concept,  it  has  been  essential  for  the  Fish  and  Game  Department 
and  the  U.S,  Forest  Service  to  cooperate  on  these  developments. 
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To  accomplish  this,  new  channels  of  communication  with  the  U.S. 
Forest  Service  have  been  opened,  and  the  degree  of  this  divi- 
sion's involvement  in  their  planning  has  increased. 

The  state  soil  and  water  conservation  districts  initiat- 
ed an  effort  to  develop  a state-wide  range  improvement  plan. 
Since  this  plan  is  based  upon  multiple  use  principles,  the 
Environmental  Resources  Division  was  solicited  for  assistance. 

The  Division  spent  considerable  time  assisting  and  advis- 
ing individuals  who  were  drafting  this  plan  to  make  it  compat- 
ible with  good  wildlife  management. 

In  addition  to  the  activities  with  developers  and  plan- 
ners outside  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Department,  the  Environmental 
Resources  Division  initiated  the  state's  first  ecological  plan- 
ning unit.  The  purpose  of  this  unit  is  to  identify  the  basic 
needs  of  fish  and  game  populations  in  a given  area.  Once  these 
needs  are  identified  and  understood,  plans  will  be  made  for 
meeting  the  needs,  thereby  assuring  continued  perpetuation  and 
perhaps  improvement  of  fish  and  wildlife  habitat.  If  success- 
ful, this  planning  effort  should  be  an  excellent  guide  to  land 
managers  and  land  management  agencies  interested  in  assisting 
in  the  perpetuation  of  Montana's  fish  and  game  resources.  It 
should  help  to  avoid  many  of  the  unnecessary  conflicts  that  now 
occur  when  land  managers  are  forced  to  plan  without  data  on 
specific  fish  and  wildlife  needs. 

Cost  and  Performance  Summary 

The  total  cost  of  operating  the  Environmental  Resources 
Division  during  fiscal  year  1970  was  approximately  $108,000. 

As  more  and  more  demand  is  made  upon  this  division  for  assis- 
tance, it  is  obvious  that  additional  financing  will  become  ne- 
cessary. Since  it  is  not  likely  that  additional  finances  can 
come  from  increased  license  sales,  additional  sources  of  reven- 
ue must  be  sought.  To  an  extent  this  was  accomplished  through 
cooperative  agreements  and  financial  cost-sharing  arrangements 
with  various  agencies  and  one  particular  industry  during  the 
past  year.  Since  it  is  the  stated  policy  of  the  Fish  and  Game 
Commission  to  not  only  offer  this  service  to  developing  inter- 
ests, but  also  to  solicit  financial  participation  by  these  in- 
terests, outside  financial  help  will  be  required  if  the  program 
is  to  significantly  expand.  It  is  hoped  that  the  obvious  bene- 
fits accruing  to  not  only  the  State  of  Montana,  but  also  to  the 
natural  resource  development  interest  the  value  of  cooperative 
cost-sharing  projects  will  be  realized. 
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ITEM  10 


ANALYSIS  OF  PROGRAMS 


FISHERIES 


Services  Provided 


The  Fisheries  Division  employs  both  fact-finding  and  ac- 
tion programs  in  their  quest  for  improved  fishing  opportuni- 
ties in  Montana.  The  fact-finding  portion  is  mostly  concerned 
with  investigation  and  general  survey  work  which  provides  the 
basic  data  that  is  essential  in  fisheries  management. 

The  action  portion  of  the  Fisheries  Division  includes: 

1.  Habitat  preservation,  restoration  and  improvement. 
Adequate  habitat  is  the  key  to  continued  good  fishing 
in  Montana.  Preventing  habitat  losses  by  pollution 
control  and  working  with  construction  agencies  to 
prevent  stream  channel  alterations  ranks  as  the  most 
important  service  provided  by  this  division. 

2.  Population  manipulation.  This  includes  removing  rough 
fish  with  chemicals  and  restocking  with  game  fish, 
planting  small  trout  in  waters  where  trout  cannot  spawn 
and  introduction  of  new  species. 

3.  Regulations.  In  Montana  fishing  regulations  serve 
primarily  to  provide  a more  equitable  distribution  of 
fish  among  anglers.  As  fishing  pressures  increase, 
regulations  will  have  to  be  tailored  to  insure  harvests 
compatible  with  fish  populations. 

4.  Planting  catchable  fish.  These  fish  are  planted  for 
immediate  harvest  to  increase  the  angler's  catch  be- 
yond what  a body  of  water  will  produce  naturally.  Only 
about  four  out  of  every  ten  planted  fish  are  caught 
and  these  usually  within  six  weeks  after  planting.  The 
rest  die.  A popular  program,  but  economically  justi- 
fiable only  if  those  who  benefit  pay  the  cost.  Present- 
ly this  is  not  the  case. 

5.  Commercial  fisheries  development.  The  Fisheries  Divi- 
sion encourages  and  assists  in  the  development  of  com- 
mercial fisheries  on  rough  fish.  Such  fisheries  bene- 
fit the  state's  economy  by  utilizing  a resource  that 
would  otherwise  go  to  waste.  Coincidental  benefits  to 
sport  fisheries  are  frequently  realized  which  justifies 
the  division's  efforts  in  this  program. 
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Obj  ectives 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  Fisheries  Division  are  to 
maintain  the  high-quality  fishing  that  is  presently  found  in 
Montana  and  to  preserve  as  much  natural  aquatic  flora  and  fauna 
as  possible  for  future  generations. 

Target  Groups 

The  efforts  of  the  Fisheries  Division  are  not  only  dir- 
ected at  the  fisherman,  but  also  at  anyone  interested  in  the 
preservation  or  any  other  factor  affecting  aquatic  life  and 
its  habitat. 

Achievements 


Fish  habitat  preservation  continued  to  be  a major  effort 
of  the  Fisheries  Division  during  the  past  year.  Biologists  mon- 
itored chemical,  temperature  and  water  volume  conditions  in  crit- 
ical areas  and  worked  with  construction  agencies  to  minimize 
possible  fish  habitat  damage  from  road,  logging,  flood  control 
and  streambank  stabilization  projects. 

Dividends  from  such  efforts  were  realized  on  the  Madison 
River.  Studies  showed  an  increase  in  all  sizes  of  fish  in  the 
lower  river  and  in  yearlings  in  the  river  upstream  from  Ennis. 
These  increases  reflect  better  survival  of  wild  trout  due  to 
improved  flows  each  spring  from  Hebgen  Reservoir  thanks  to  co- 
operation of  the  Montana  Power  Company. 

Fishing  continued  to  improve  on  Bighorn  River  downstream 
from  Yellowtail  Dam.  The  dam  has  transformed  a silt-laden,  warm 
water  river  into  one  of  the  nation's  top  trout  waters.  This  year, 
the  average  trout  caught  was  two  pounds;  five  to  six  pounders 
were  common  and  an  occasional  12-pound  lunker  was  caught.  Growth 
in  the  river  has  been  phenomenal  with  fish  only  two  years  old 
reaching  18  inches  and  2^2  pounds.  About  two-thirds  of  the  fish 
creeled  are  rainbow  trout  and  most  of  these  originate  from  plants 
by  the  Fish  and  Game  Department.  The  balance  are  brown  trout 
which  spawn  in  the  feeder  streams.  Netting  by  department  person- 
nel in  the  reservoir  formed  by  Yellowtail  Dam  disclosed  abundant 
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walleye  resulting  from  plants  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Department . 
Anglers  find  them  hard  to  catch  but  some  up  to  six  pounds  have 
been  creeled. 

The  difficulty  of  managing  the  fishery  in  a reservoir  with 
a comparatively  rapid  water  exchange  was  demonstrated  at  Holter 
Reservoir-  2,500  albino  rainbow  trout,  ten  to  twelve  inches  in 
length,  were  planted  in  mid-July  1969,  Between  then  and  June 
30,  1970,  only  some  250  had  been  reported  by  anglers,  and  only 
one-sixth  of  these  were  taken  in  the  reservoir.  The  balance  had 
gone  downstream  and  were  taken  in  Missouri  River  below  the  dam. 

Fisheries  research  on  Flathead  Lake  disclosed  that  annual 
fluctuations  of  climate  and  in  turn  water  temperature  have  a 
considerable  effect  on  the  distribution  of  kokanee.  There  has 
been  a different  distribution  pattern  each  year  for  the  past 
four  years.  However,  the  patterns  are  predictable;  light  pene- 
tration, water  temperature  and  density  of  fish  appear  to  be  the 
determining  factors.  Knowledge  of  these  patterns  can  increase 
the  success  of  sport  fishermen.  Fish  tag  returns  confirmed  pre- 
vious assumptions  on  the  timing  of  kokanee  spawning  migrations 
from  Flathead  Lake  to  McDonald  Creek  in  Glacier  Park. 

Studies  on  lakes  in  northwestern  Montana  indicate  that 
many  are  aging  at  a more  rapid  rate  than  would  be  expected; 
that  is,  they  are  becoming  high  in  nutrients.  This  results  in 
more  vegetation  in  plankton  blooms  and  eventually  restricted 
habitat  for  trout  and  salmon. 

Fish  population  estimates  for  O'Dell  Creek  each  spring 
from  1967  to  1970  indicate  that  fishing  pressure  in  one  year 
has  little  effect  on  the  number  of  brown  trout  the  following 
spring,  but  that  severe  ice  gorging  during  the  winter  does  re- 
duce the  spring  population. 

A dynamic  fisheries  activity  during  the  year  was  the  chem- 
ical treatment  of  lakes  with  short-lived  fish  toxicants  to  elim- 
inate unwanted  fish  and  allow  restocking  with  desirable  species. 
This  was  done  at  Lake  Abundance  on  the  Beartooth  Plateau  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  lake  chubs.  The  lake  will  be  restocked  with 
Lamar  Drainage  cutthroat  trout  in  summer  of  1970.  Eureka  Reser- 
voir near  Choteau  was  chemically  treated  to  reduce  the  sucker 
population  and  replanted  with  rainbow  fingerlings  in  April  1970. 


47 


/ 


r-, ) 


■'’  "^1  :- 


-♦  ! Vd 


^ ! n 


• <!:’ 


. .^.n’lfh  <t 

.'  'fiJi-MU  Xw- 

- .T*.  ii.{'jr  ^ 

; I-,v.  -4  >4, 


' '’’-I  IlittJfStl 

i ■#  5 i «:•  V 


r 


ITEM  10  - ANALYSIS  OF  PROGRAMS 


Fishermen  started  catching  coho  at  Fort  Peck  Reservoir  in 
the  fall  of  196'9-  These  were  from  plants  made  earlier  in  the 
year.  In  June  of  1970  coho  caught  were  from  16  to  18  inches, 
weighed  ih  to  1 3/4  pounds  and  were  the  mainstay  of  the  Fort 
Peck  Reservoir  fishery. 

Commercial  fisheirmen  harvested  830,816  pounds  of  rough 
fish  from  Fort  Peck  Reservoir,  Yellow  Water  Reservoir,  Lake 
Helena  and  Hauser  Lake.  Species  of  fish  that  may  be  taken  com- 
mercially include  carp,  suckers,  drum,  buffalo  fish,  catfish, 
bullheads,  carpsuckers  and  goldeye. 

During  1969  the  eight  state  fish  hatcheries  stocked  over 
nine  and  one-quarter  million  fish  - rainbow  trout,  cutthroat 
trout,  brook  trout,  kokanee,  coho  and  grayling  - in  Montana 
waters.  Improvements  at  the  hatcheries  included  a new  main  pipe- 
line and  aerators  at  the  Bluewater  Spring  Trout  Hatchery  near 
Bridger,  a new  pipeline  and  pumps  at  the  Giant  Springs  Trout 
Hatchery  at  Great  Falls,  and  a pump  to  supplement  spring  flows 
at  the  Jocko  River  Trout  Hatchery  at  Arlee.  At  the  Yellowstone 
River  Trout  Hatchery  at  Big  Timber,  investigations  have  been 
initiated  to  determine  if  additional  spring  water  can  be  chan- 
neled and  piped  into  the  hatchery. 

Property  in  western  Montana  with  an  adequate  spring  water 
supply  has  been  purchased  for  a future  fish  hatchery  develop- 
ment. The  Fish  and  Game  Commission  has  also  approved  purchase 
of  a tract  of  land  adjoining  the  Giant  Spring  Trout  Hatchery  at 
Great  Falls.  The  additional  land  will  allow  orderly  expansion 
of  the  hatchery  as  needs  develop. 

The  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commission  cooperated  with  the 
U.  S.  Geological  Survey  in  publishing  a book  entitled.  Tempera- 
ture of  Surface  Waters  in  Montana.  This  is  a compiliation  of 
all  available  surface  water  temperature  data  through  1965. 

Cost  and  Performance  Summary 

The  following  data  is  presented  in  summary  form.  Addition- 
al supporting  data  is  available  upon  request. 
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1967-68 

1968-69 

1969-70 

COST 

$838,837 

$951,676 

■p 

PERFORMANCE 

$205,276 

$214,673 

7 

(fishing  license 

sales ) 
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GAME  MANAGEMENT 


Service  Provided: 


The  Game  Management  Division  conducts  field  studies  of 
wildlife  and  its  habitat  in  Montana.  The  biological  informa- 
tion collected  by  these  studies  is  analyzed  and  used  as  a bas- 
is for  hunting  season  regulations  and  other  game  management 
practices.  As  a result,  game  populations  were  maintained  at 
optimum  levels,  considering  habitat  capacity,  to  provide  maxi- 
mum hunting  recreation  opportunities. 

The  division  also  engages  in  land  acquisition  activities. 
The  lands  acquired  by  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commission  are 
tracts  of  land  which  contain  vital  wildlife  habitat.  The  land 
is  managed  to  primarily  benefit  wildlife  and  provide  outdoor 
recreation  for  hunters  and  many  other  people. 

Obj  ectives : 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  Game  Management  Division  are 

1.  To  produce  and  maintain  a maximum  breeding  stock  of 
game  species  on  all  suitable  lands  in  Montana  and  to  utilize 
the  annual  crops  produced  by  this  stock  through  recreational 
use  by  the  people. 

2.  To  acquire,  develop  and  maintain  key  areas  of  wildlife 
habitat  in  a manner  which  will  benefit  wildlife  species  and 
contribute  to  the  recreational,  economic,  and  educational  needs 
of  people  in  Montana. 

3.  To  conduct  wildlife  habitat  studies,  harvest  surveys 
and  wildlife  research  as  necessary  throughout  the  state  in  or- 
der to  provide  biological  information  for  scientific  game  man- 
agement and  for  any  other  program  that  perpetuates  Montana's 
wildlife  resource. 

Target  Groups : 

Services  provided  by  the  Game  Management  Division  are  pri- 
marily directed  to  the  people  hunting  game  species  in  Montana. 
However,  those  who  participate  in  utilization  of  wildlife  crops 
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such  as  fur  trappers,  those  who  provide  servi.ces  to  recreation- 
ists and  anyone  else  who  enjoys  wildlife,  also  benefits  from 
the  Game  Management  programs. 

Achievements : 


Big  game  hunters  of  Montana  in  1969  harvested  nearly 

132.000  animals,  including  species  of  deer,  elk,  antelope, 
moose,  bighorn  sheep,  mountain  sheep  and  bear.  In  addition, 
some  50,800  upland  bird  hunters  enjoyed  a harvest  of  about 

440.000  game  birds,  including  pheasants,  sharptails,  sage 
grouse,  blue  grouse,  ruffed  grouse,  Franklin's  grouse,  Hun- 
garian partridge,  Chukar  partridge  and  Merriam's  turkey. 
Waterfowl  hunters  took  some  204,800  ducks  and  12,000  geese. 
Mallards  and  Canada  geese  were  dominant  in  the  waterfowl 
hunter ' s bag . 

More  than  160,000  hunters  took  advantage  of  Montana's 
hunting  recreation  opportunity  in  1969.  These  people  en- 
joyed some  1,101,500  days  hunting  for  deer  and  elk.  Antel- 
ope hunters  spent  an  additional  two  days  each;  goat  hunters 
four  days  each;  and  sheep  hunters  eight  days  afield.  Upland 
bird  hunters  averaged  six  days  pursuing  their  sport. 

Hunting  seasons  on  game  animals  began  September  13,  1969 
on  upland  game  birds,  September  15  on  certain  species  of  big 
game,  October  4 on  waterfowl,  October  19  on  antelope,  and  the 
general  big  game  season  October  19.  The  game  seasons  were 
closed  by  November  30,  except  for  the  Pacific  Flyway  waterfowl 
hunting  which  ended  December  28,  1969,  Thus,  more  than  three 
and  one-half  months  of  hunting  opportunity  was  available  in 
1969  to  Montana  hunters  seeking  more  than  20  species  of  big 
game,  upland  birds  and  waterfowl. 

The  necessary  development  and  maintenance  operations  were 
performed  to  benefit  wildlife  on  more  than  130,000  acres  of 
game  range  lands  and  24,000  acres  of  waterfowl  habitat.  These 
lands  have  some  300  miles  of  fence.  111  miles  of  roads,  76  miles 
of  trails  and  firebreaks,  4,000  acres  of  cultivated  land,  and 
100  buildings  on  ten  game  management  areas  and  the  State  Game 
Farm . 


The  Beartooth  Game  Range  totaling  27,000  acres  of  deeded 
land,  located  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Elkhorn  Creek  drain- 
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ages  of  Lewis  and  Clark  and  Cascade  Counties,  was  acquired  at 
a cost  of  $783. , 7 50 . 00 . Federal  Aid  Wildlife  Restoration  parti- 
cipation in  this  project  amounted  to  $587,812.00. 

A total  of  more  than  $24,000.00  was  paid  to  Montana  coun- 
ties as  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes  for  the  deeded  game  manage- 
ment areas  owned  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission. 

A new  dwelling  was  constructed  at  the  Blackf oot-Clear- 
water  Game  Range  headquarters.  About  20  miles  of  new  and 
replacement  fence  was  constructed  on  several  game  management 
areas.  A new  bridge,  public  use  accommodations,  reseeding, 
shelterbelts , water  control  structures  and  goose  nesting 
islands  were  also  constructed  during  the  fiscal  year,  ended 
June  30 , 197 0 . 

It  was  estimated  that  more  than  6,000  pheasants,  600,000 
ducks,  255,000  geese  (mostly  snow  geese),  3,400  deer,  4,300 
elk  used  Fish  and  Game  Commission-controlled  wildlife  manage- 
ment areas.  Nearly  40,000  hunters  visited  these  areas.  It 
was  estimated  that  these  areas  provided  more  than  150,000 
days  of  recreation  to  the  people  of  Montana  and  visitors  to 
the  state. 
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INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATION 


Services  Provided 

The  Information  and  Education  Division  provides  a wide 
variety  of  informative  service  covering  youth  and  adult  educa- 
tion, Montana's  wildlife  resources,  outdoor  recreation  and  the 
environment.  The  division  fulfills  its  informative  function 
via  films  and  other  photographic  services,  publications,  news 
releases,  exhibits,  lectures,  and  various  educational  activities. 

Objectives 

The  primary  objectives  of  the  Information  and  Education 
Division  are  set  forth  quite  clearly  in  its  title.  The  divi- 
sion's efforts  are  directed  at  informing  and  educating  the  gen- 
eral public  on  a wide  array  of  matters  concerning  wildlife  man- 
agement, hunter  and  water  safety,  landowner-sportsman  relation- 
ships, natural  resources  preservation,  and  outdoor  recreation. 

Target  Groups 

This  division  cannot  list  its  target  groups  as  hunters, 
fishermen,  or  any  other  so  restricted  category.  The  informa- 
tive services  provided  by  Information  and  Education  affect 
everyone  that  is  in  any  way  interested  in  wildlife,  environ- 
mental conservation  or  outdoor  recreation  in  Montana. 

Achievements 


In  order  to  pursue  its  primary  objectives,  the  Information 
and  Education  Division  attempts  to  supply  all  branches  of  the 
news  media,  schools,  organized  groups  and  the  individual  with 
the  appropriate  information. 

On  most  Fridays,  approximately  800  news  releases  are  mailed 
to  newspapers,  TV  and  radio  stations,  sports  writers,  legisla- 
tors and  other  important  sources.  These  releases  cover  many  news- 
worthy topics  such  as  opening  dates,  special  regulations,  land 
acquisition  and  the  actions  of  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Commis- 
sion . 
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The  division  is  also  very  active  in  the  audio-visual 
branch  of  the  news  media.  Each  year  several  newsworthy  radio 
and  TV  spots  are  produced  by  the  division  and  distributed  to  • 
stations  throughout  the  state.  A film  library  provides,  free 
of  charge,  from  60  to  70  color  16mm  sound  films  to  schools  and 
organized  groups  within  the  state  of  Montana.  The  immense  de- 
mand for  these  films  limits  their  circulation  to  Montana.  The 
division  also  produces  several  conservation-orientated  16mm 
color  films  within  its  own  facilities.  One  of  these  films, 
"Winter  Range,"  won  second  place  in  the  Outdoor  Writer's  Asso- 
ciation film  contest. 

A wide  variety  of  handouts,  brochures  and  other  publica- 
tions on  areas  of  special  interest  are  prepared  and  distributed 
free  of  charge.  The  preparation  of  special  literature  on  a 
particular  topic  depends  on  public  interest. 

During  the  1969-70  fiscal  year,  a 10'  x 50'  mobile  home 
was  purchased  by  the  Fish  and  Game  Department.  This  trailer 
will  be  used  for  wildlife  conservation  education  throughout 
the  state.  At  the  present  time,  an  exhibit  stressing  important 
wildlife  management  principles  is  being  installed  in  the  trail- 
er . 

The  division  also  increased  youth  awareness  of  sound  man- 
agement principles  through  slide  presentations,  speaking  en- 
gagements and  the  visitation  of  several  organized  youth  camps 
across  the  state. 

The  hunter  safety  program,  administered  by  the  department 
and  taught  by  volunteer  instructors,  provided  instruction  in 
the  safe  handling  of  firearms  to  over  70,000  students. 

The  Information  and  Education  Division  further  informed 
the  public  by  responding  to  over  65,000  inquiries  concerning 
outdoor  recreation,  the  environment  and  wildlife  management. 
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LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


Services  Provided 


Preventive  and  investigative  wildlife  enforcement  tech- 
niques, administration  of  all  licensing  functions,  cooperative 
management  research  data,  and  assistance  in  the  dissemination 
of  public  information  constitute  the  major  services  provided 
by  the  Law  Enforcement  Division. 

Obj  ect ives 

The  Law  Enforcement  Division  is  called  upon  to: 

1.  Protect  fish  and  wildlife  resources  and  their  habitat 
from  willful  or  negligent  destruction  by  attaining  an 
acceptable  level  of  compliance  to  regulations  and  laws 
relating  to  fish,  game,  parks  and  recreation. 

2.  Assist  with  the  collection  of  biological  and  manage- 
ment information. 

3.  Disseminate  knowledge  and  information  about  fish  and 
wildlife  resources,  regulations  and  management  to  in- 
crease public  understanding  and  cooperation  in  the 
sound  utilization  and  conservation  of  these  resources. 

4.  Promote  hunting  and  fishing  access  for  the  public  when 
possible. 

5.  Recognize  the  interest  of  those  who  derive  their  live- 
lihood, pleasure  or  recreation  from  the  fish  and  wild- 
life . 

6.  Cooperate  with  and  encourage  cooperation  among  the  a- 
gencies,  groups  and  individuals  concerned  with  laws 
respecting  these  resources. 

7.  Assist  the  people  responsible  for  fish  and  wildlife 
management  in  every  way  possible  to  accomplish  the 
department's  overall  objectives. 
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8.  Promote  hunter  safety,  and  boating  and  water  safety 
for  public  protection  and  enjoyment. 

Target  Groups 

Protection  of  the  wildlife  resource  is  of  concern  to  all 
citizens;  however,  the  emphasis  of  this  program  is  directed 
toward  the  resident  and  nonresident  outdoor  recreational  users. 

Achievements 


The  benefits  of  a successful  wildlife  Law  Enforcement 
program  insure  the  protection  of  the  resource  for  posterity 
and  its  wise  and  equitable  present  use. 

The  following  notation  lists,  by  category,  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  Law  Enforcement  Division  for  the  1969-70  fiscal 
year . 


32,126 

19,096 

6,456 

2,379 

498 

314 

173 

89 

597 

622 

919 

424 

171 

338 

197 

281 

1,409 


Cost  and  Perf omnance  Summary 


Creel  checks 
Game  bag  checks 
License  dealer  checks 
NTA  & C forms  issued 
Courtesy  Citations  issued 
Sportsmen  meeting  attended 
Speeches  given 
Training  courses  conducted 
Days  on  hunter  and  water  safety 
Cooperation  with  other  agencies 
Inspections  (Game  farm,  fish  pond, 
outfitters,  etc.) 

Days  administration  department  lands 
Trips  game  or  bird  census 
Days  trapping  and/or  transplanting 
Trips  fish  planting 
Biological  specimens  collected 
Days  on  game  damage  control 


The  following  data  is  presented  in  summary  form.  Addition- 
al supporting  data  is  available  upon  request. 

FISCAL  YEARS 


1967-68 


1968-69 


1969-70 


COST. . .$931,263.22  $952,770.45 


$1,065,188.00 
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RECREATION  AND  PARKS 


Services  Provided 


The  Recreation  and  Parks  Division  acquires  lands  for  re- 
creational and  historic  use  or  preservation,  installs  recrea- 
tional facilities,  operates  and  maintains  all  state  parks  and 
recreational  sites  and  handles  all  details  of  the  Land  and  Wa- 
ter Conservation  Act  and  the  National  Act  for  the  Preservation 
of  Historic  Sites  for  state  and  local  agencies. 

Obj  ect ives 

The  major  objective  is  the  acquisition,  restoration  and 
preservation  for  the  state,  those  areas,  sites  or  objects  which 
should  be  held,  improved  and  maintained  as  state  parks,  state 
recreation  areas,  state  monuments  and  fishing  access  sites. 

This  is  a continuing  program  with  five,  ten  and  twenty-year 
levels  of  achievement  which  are  outlined  in  the  Montana  Outdoor 
Recreation  plan.  This  plan  has  been  developed  for  the  purpose 
of  qualifying  Montana  for  matching  federal  funds  under  the  terms 
of  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  Act.  A companion  plan 
for  Montana  will  deal  with  the  historic  sites  and  will  qualify 
Montana  for  federal  matching  funds  under  the  terms  of  the  Nation- 
al Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Historic  Sites. 

Target  Groups 

The  services  of  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Division  are 
directed  at  all  of  the  residents  of  Montana  as  well  as  the  out- 
of-state  visitors.  The  preservation  of  lands  and  objects  and 
providing  for  their  use  and  enjoyment  are,  in  essence,  a bene- 
fit for  everyone. 

Achievements 


The  program  has  advanced  slowly  during  the  past  year.  12 
fishing  access  sites  and  two  recreational  sites  were  added  to 
the  state  recreation  and  parks  system  during  the  past  year.  De- 
velopment through  the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Act  has  pro- 
gressed satisfactorily.  Several  projects,  however,  were  not  un- 
dertaken because  the  necessary  funds  were  not  available  through 
the  Long  Range  Building  Program. 
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City  and  county  development  programs,  funded  by  the  Land  and 
Water  Conservation  Act,  continued  on  a level  with  previous  years. 

The  Recreation  and  Parks  program  will  have  to  be  rapidly 
expanded  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasing  use  of  these 
recreational  areas.  Definite  visitation  figures  have  not  been 
tabulated,  but  it  is  estimated  that  close  to  750,000  people  will 
make  use  of  the  recreation  and  parks  system  this  year  and  all  in- 
dications point  to  an  increased  use  in  the  future.  The  Recreation 
and  Parks  Division  fulfills  the  monumental  obligation  of  providing 
facilities  for  these  people,  the  recreation-seeking  public. 


PROGRAM  COSTS  BY  OBJECT  OF 
EXPENDITURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  FUNDENG 
1969-70  FISCAL  YEAR 


PROGRAM 

Administration 

^ OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 

PERSONAL  SERVICES 

346,750 

OPERA  TIONS ; 

55,286 

capital 

251,166 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 

388,671 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 

1,041,873 

^ SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 

Fish  & Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 

1,041,873 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 

1,041,873 

Information  and  Education 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 


PERSONAL  SERVICES  .. 

OPERATIONS 

CAPITAL 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 
TOTAL  EXPENDED. 


220,825 

153,616 

10,526 

-0- 

3^,T67 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 


Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 


TOTAL  EXPENDED. 


384,967 


384,967 
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PROGRAM  PROGRAM 


PROGRAM  COSTS  BY  OBJECT  OF 
EXPENDITURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 
1969-70  FISCAL  YEAR 


Fisheries 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 


PERSONAL  SERVICES  .. 

OPERATIONS 

CAPITAL 

GRANTS  AND  BENEEITS 
TOTAL  EXPENDED  . 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 


650,043 

376,515 

36,400 

-0- 

1,062,958 


Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 

Fish  and  Game  Federal  S Private  Revenue  Account  410522 


TOTAL  EXPENDED 


820,600 

242,358 


1,062,958 


Law  Enforcement 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 


PERSONAL  SERVICES  . . 

OPERATIONS 

CAPITAL 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 
TOTAL  EXPENDED. 


786,733 

304,680 

25,864 

-0- 

1,117,277 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 


Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 


TOTAL  EXPENDED 


1,117,277 


1,117,277 


PROGRAM  COSTS  BY  OBJECT  OF 
EXPENDITURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 
1969-70  FISCAL  YEAR 


Game  Management 


PERSONAL  SERVICES  .. 

OPERATIONS 

CAPITAL 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 
TOTAL  EXPENDED  . 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 


Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  account  213100 
Fish  and  Game  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Account 


410522 


591,677 

411,664 

18,296 

21,633 

1,043,270 


362,087 

681,183 


TOTAL  EXPENDED 


1,043,270 


PROGRAM 

Recreation  and  Parks 

^ OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 

PERSONAL  SERVICES  

426,764 

OPERATIONS 

222,862 

CAPITAL 

35,847 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 

214,771 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 

900,244 

^ SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 

General  Fund  Account  110100 

156,445 

Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 

126,095 

Parks  Misc.  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  220400 

90,651 

Parks  Gas  Tax  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  220500 

87,212 

Parks  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Account  418600 

206,887 

Parks  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Grant  Clearance  Account  502400 

232,954 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 
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PROGRAM  COSTS  BY  OBJECT  OF 
EXPENDITURE  AND  SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 
1969-70  FISCAL  YEAR 


Environmental  Resources 


OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

OPERA  TIONS 

CAPITAL 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 
TOTAL  EXPENDED  . 


SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 


Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 

Fish  and  Game  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Account  410522 


20,456 

19,633 

3,998 

-0- 

44  ,087" 


28,447 

15,640 


TOTAL  EXPENDED 


44,087 


PROGRAM 

"Summary  of  All  Programs 

^ OBJECT  OF  EXPENDITURE 

PERSONAL  SERVICES  

3,043,247 

OPERATIONS 

1,544,256 

CAPITAL 

382,097 

GRANTS  AND  BENEFITS 

625,076 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 

5,594,676 

^ SOURCE  OF  FUNDING 

General  Fund  Account  110100 

156,445 

Fish  and  Game  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  213100 

3,881,346 

Parks  Mlsc.  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  220400 

90,651 

Parks  Gas  Tax  Earmarked  Revenue  Account  220500  ' 

?,!  ,212 

Fish  and  Game  Federal  B Private  Revenue  Account  410522 

939,181 

Parks  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Account  418600 

206,887 

Parks  Federal  and  Private  Revenue  Grant  Clearance  Account  502400 

232,954 

(B.O.R.  City-County  Program) 

TOTAL  EXPENDED 

5,594,676 
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